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Thrills? The National Independent 
Convention Has Them! 


TELEPHONE PEOPLE OF ALL AGES—and from everywhere— 
will have thrills of various kinds during the annual convention of 
the Independent telephone industry at Hotel Stevens in Chicago 
next week. Record crowd expected to enjoy and benefit from 
convention program of wide scope and variety. List of exhibitors 


includes number of new displays. 


HE THRILL of a national con- 
vention! That is what hun- 


dreds of Independent telephone 
men and women, will experience next 


week. Be it their first 10th, 20th, 


30th, or possibly their 40th conven- 
tion, there is a real thrill for each 
person. 

For the younger generation there 
is the thrill of seeing and talking 
with men whose names are familiar 
to them as among the leaders in the 
industry—and of making acquaint- 
ances which may develop into future 





long-time friendships. For those who 
are older, there is the thrill to be 
found in hearing speakers vividly 
picture present and possible future 
conditions of the industry and of the 
nation—subjects in which they are 
greatly interested. For the man who 
has attended numberless conventions 
there is the thrill of meeting friends 
of many years’ standing—some pos- 
sibly for the last time. 

These are probably the greatest 
thrills, but there are many others 
for each of these three groups, some 
o* which are shared by all. There is 
the thrill of the exhibits, interesting 
alike to the switchboard operator, the 
commercial man or woman, the plant 
man, the engineer, the accountant or 
the executive. Always, in some exhi- 
bit, there is a thrill for each person. 


MERLE THORPE, of Washington, 

D. C., editor of Nation's Business, will 

speak at the convention on "Planning 
the Less Abundant Life.” 


FRANCIS X. WELCH, associate editor 
of Public Utilities Fortnightly and spe- 


<— cial Washington correspondent of 


TELEPHONY, will discuss ‘What's 
Ahead in Washington.” 


Some details of busy week 


Then there is the thrill of the con- 
ferences—the exhilaration in being 
able to contribute some thought or 
idea which has been successfully used 
or in giving suggestions for the hand- 
ling of certain problems brought up 
for discussion. 

Possibly the greatest thrill of the 
week is the banquet, entertainment 
and dance of the Independent Pion- 
eers. The enthusiasm and joyousness 
of this occasion carries each one into 
the friendly circle of some 1300 tele- 
phone folks and their friends until 














NATIONAL CONVENTION EXHIBITORS 


American Automatic Electric Sales 

RE pe ee eee 
American Crossarm & Conduit Company. .2539-2540 
Barco Manufacturing Company.... 
L. M. Berry & Company.......... 
Jasper Blackburn Products Corporation...... 
Burgess Battery Company......... 
Chance Company..............--. 
Churchill Cabinet Company....... 
Coffing Hoist Company............ 


Copperweld Steel Company..... 


Cook Electric Company........... 
RE SG Bec conc adseccsceccses 
W. C. Dillon & Company.......... 
Derson Corporation.............. 
R. R. Donnelley & Sons........... 
Electric Products Company....... 
Electric Storage Battery Company 
Everstick Anchor Company....... 
Fansteel Metallurgical Corporation. . 
Gould Storage Battery Corporation 
The Gustav Hirsch Organization... 


Room No. Room Po, 

Leich Sales Corporation.............. 2518A-252:A 

anew ats 2504-2509 Lenz Electric Manufacturing Company.......2517A 
Loomis Advertising Company................ 2510 

se seeeees 2537A Lorain Products Corporation............... 2515A 
... S0Snmreeeem = BfcUiilin & Gibbs... .. 2... «2. cecceeccceee 2550 
2538A National Carbon Company, Inc.............. 2503 

acesceees 2557A National Telephone Supply Company...... 2531A 
cs memes 2558A  Naugle Pole & Tie Corporation.............. 2517 
Booth in Lobby North Electric Manufacturing Company. . .2518-2523 
(dtsebeets 2559 Page & Hill Company....................... 2531 
abo eees snes 23561 Paine Company. ........:......2005 . 25334 
...-2513A-2514A — Paris Manufacturing Company.............. 2503A 


oer 2528 Philco Radio & Television Corporation 2535A-2536A 
Pisages 2509A Postal Telegraph Cable Company............. 2524 
Peery oy 2554 a4 Fae COmeey.... «6.6. ...565.....020-. BH 
ni arene 2532A Raytheon Manufacturing Company......... 2528A 
prckemaes 2537 Reliable Electric Company............2512A-2510A 
pieans iui 2516 John A. Roebling’s Sons Company........... 2530 
bramamweden 2529 Runzel Cord & Wire Company............... 2514 
patent 2515 The Schauer Machine Company............ 2530A 
ud aaniaes 2557 Shallcross Manufacturing Company.......... 2527 


Stromberg-Carlson Telephone 





The Holtzer-Cabot Electric Company ...... 2529A Manufacturing Company.......... 2521A-2527A 
Sees Ge GIN. gos in cece seeesans 2539-2540 Suttle Equipment Company.................. 2555 
Inland Equipment Company................. 2512 Telephone Engineer.................. 2.008. 2511 
J. K. Johnston (Independent Pioneers)....... 2558 Telephone Repair Company................ 2538 
James R. Kearney Corporation............. 2516A TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORP........ 2513 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company Union Electric Company................ 2539A 

ee Ee 2500-2502 and 2501A-2502A Unique Manufacturing Company............. 2538 
John C. Larkin & Company.................. 2558 Wisconsin Cuneo Press................20006: 2528 
all are on the inside looking out—no _ of state telephone associations can Densmore, of Charlottesville, Va., 


one outside looking in. 

Such are the principal thrills of 
the national Independent convention 
and, to a considerable extent, of the 
conventions of the various state asso- 
ciations. The national convention al- 
so affords to many their annual thrill 
of visiting the great city of Chicago 
with its shopping centers, theatrical 
attractions, museums and . other 
points of interest to visitors. 

The program for this year’s con- 
vention of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association—the 
42nd annual meeting of the Indepen- 
dent industry—contains a number of 
features of special attractiveness. It 
is a program upon which the asso- 
ciation officials and committees have 
spent months in planning and ar- 
ranging. 

The first afternoon, that of Tues- 
day, October 18, will be given over 
to the statements and reports of as- 
sociation officers. In the evening the 
annual conference of state associa- 
tion executives will be held. 

This has become the one time of 
the telephone year when executives 
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get together to discuss their mutual 
problems. This year Secretary R. 
W. Hedrick of the Missouri Tele- 
phone Association will set forth the 
general problems confronting state 
associations as a basis for general 
discussion. 

The various conference chairmen 
plan on several formal discussions re- 
lating to their particular activities to 
be followed by informal discussions 
oi whatever subjects or problems 
may be brought up by those attend- 
ing. 

The complete program is given in 
detail on the opposite page. Special 
attention is directed to the addresses 
of the general sessions. The subjects 
and speakers have been carefully se- 
lected from the viewpoint of popular 
appeal and relationship to the tele- 
phone business. 

This year the annual meeting of 
the Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association of the U. S. will be held 
on Wednesday afternoon, October 19, 
following the general convention ses- 
sion. In addition to the officers’ re- 
ports and other discussions, L. D. 


vice-president of the Virginia Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., will speak on 
“Pioneers of Tomorrow.” 

Loren M. Berry, Dayton, Ohio, 
president of the Independent Pioneer 
association, will deliver his annual 
address on Thursday morning. The 
Independent Pioneers’ dinner, enter- 
tainment and dance—the social event 
of National Independent Telephone 
Week—will take place on Thursday ~ 
evening. The committee in charge of 
this affair expects that former high 
marks of entertainment and enjoy- 
ment will be surpassed. 

The entertainment provided for 
the ladies last year met with such 
acclaim that, by popular request, it 
has been made a feature of this 
year’s convention arrangements. 
Again the visiting ladies will have 
luncheon at one of Chicago’s large 
department stores to be followed by 
a style show. 

Last year a number of the ladies 
failed to receive invitations to the 
luncheon and style show owing to 
their not being registered on the 
first day of the convention. It is 
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PROGRAM FOR FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 


United States Independent 
Telephone Association 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18: 

9:00 A. M. REGISTRATION at headquarters on 25th floor, Hotel Stevens— 
—members, guests, visitors. 
VISITING EXHIBITS AND GREETING FRIENDS 

2:15 P. M. GENERAL OPENING SESSION: Statements and Reports by Presi- 
dent John H. Agee, Lincoln, Neb.; Secretary-Treasurer Charles C. Deering, 
Des Moines, Iowa; and General Attorney Alfred L. Geiger, Washington, D. C. 
IN MEMORIAM—Frank A. Knapp, W. G. Brorein and Walter J. Gallon. 

6:30 P. M. ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND DINNER, STATE ASSOCIATION 


EXECUTIVES. “State Association Problems,” R. W. Hedrick, secretary-treas- 
urer, Missouri Telephone Association, Jefferson, Mo. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19: 
9:30 A.M. DIVISION CONFERENCES 
Accounting—Chairman, Ranford Dunlap, Fort Wayne, Ind., auditor, 
Telephone Bond and Share Company. 
Commercial—Chairman, Sam H. Shutt, Sherman, Texas, vice-president, 
Texas Telephone Co. 
Plant—Chairman, R. V. Achatz, Aurora, Ind., secretary-treasurer, South- 
ern Indiana Telephone Co. 
Traffic—Chairman, L. F. Shepherd, Madison, Wis., general traffic super- 
intendent, Central Group, General Telephone Corporation. 
2:00 P. M. GENERAL SESSION 
“Wages and Hours,’ by Howard P. Macfarlane of McKay, Macfarlane, 
Jackson and Ramsey, attorneys, Tampa, Fla. 
“What Made America a Great Country,” by Carl Taylor, executive secretary, 
Wisconsin Building & Loan League, Milwaukee, Wis. 
3.45 P. M. ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, INDEPENDENT PIONEER TELE- 
PHONE ASSOCIATION. 
“Pioneers of Tomorrow.” by L. D. Densmore, Charlottesville, Va., vice-president 
Virginia Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20: 

9:30 A. M. GENERAL SESSION 
“Public Relations,” by Otto Wettstein, Jr., Leesburg, Fla., president, Florida 
Telephone Corporation. 
“The Independent Pioneer,” by Loren M. Berry, Dayton, Ohio, president, 
Independent Pioneer Telephone Association of the U. S. 
“Planning the Less Abundant Life,” by Merle Thorpe, Washington, D. C., 
editor, Nation's Business. 

2:15 P. M. GENERAL SESSION 
“What's Ahead in Washington.” by Francis X. Welch, associate editor, Public 
Utilities Fortnightly; special Washington, D. C., correspondent, TELEPHONY. 
“Some Interesting Possibilities in Telephone Transmission,” demonstration 
by Dr. George C. Southworth, Bell Telephone Laboratories, Inc. 

7:00 P. M. BANQUET, ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCE OF INDEPENDENT 
PIONEER TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 10:15 A. M. GENERAL SESSION: 
Discussion: “Bringing the Rural Electrification Problem Up to Date,” by Chas. 
C. Deering, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Open Forum. 








_—_ 
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hoped that everyone attending the 
convention this year will register 
immediately upon arrival. The com- 
mittee in charge consists of: 

Mrs E. C. Blomeyer, chairman; 
Mrs. J. H. Agee, vice-chairman; Mrs. 
H. E. Billington, Mrs. G. B. Foscue, 
Mrs. H. T. McCaig, Mrs. F. R. Mc- 
Berty and Mrs. Louis Pitcher. 

As has been the custom in recent 
years the convention exhibits will be 
located on the 25th floor of Hotel 
Stevens. The exhibitors have ar- 


ranged attractive displays which in- 
clude not only their standard prod- 
ucts but also new designs that are 
now available. The exhibits will be 
attended by men especially qualified 
to give all information desired and 
to discuss various problems which 
may be solved by use of their par- 
ticular equipment. 

Among the business to be brought 
before the convention will be the 
election of 12 directors, 11 for the 
full term of three years and one for 


the unexpired term of the late W:l- 
ter J. Gallon. The directors whose 
terms of office expire are: 

J. H. Agee, Lincoln, Neb.; W. L. 
Cook, Chicago, Ill.; B. L. Fisher, 
Martinsville, Va.; R. A. Lumpk 
Mattoon, Ill.; F. R. McBerty, Gali 
Ohio; W. M. New, Thomaston, G:.: 
Louis Pitcher, Chicago, Ill.; J. fF. 
Tierney, Weare, N. H.; Robbins Til- 
den, High Point, N. C.; J. W. Wial- 
ton, Broken Arrow, Okla.; and John 
H. Wright, Jamestown, N. Y. 


Something About Pioneers, And Ermecially 
Independent Telephone Pioneers 


By LOREN M. BERRY 


President, Independent Pioneer Telephone Association of the United States 


O THE AVERAGE American 

the word “Pioneer” brings to 

mind pictures of covered wag- 
ons and ox teams, rolling unevenly 
across our Western prairies. The de- 
finition of pioneer as given in Web- 
ster’s dictionary is “one who goes be- 
fore, as into the wilderness, prepar- 
ing the way for others to follow.” 
There always have been and always 
will be pioneers opening up new fron- 
tiers in a wide range of activities. 

Since the beginning of the present 
century we have seen the develop- 
ment of the airplane, radio, automo- 
bile, motion pictures, electric refrig- 
eration, air conditioning, machine 
production, and worldwide telephone 
communication. During the next 
quarter of a century there will be fur- 
ther striking advances in these fields 
and in many others, such as chemis- 
try, electricity, medicine and engin- 
eering. 

New frontiers are now being ex- 
plored by pioneers in human relations 
—in more efficient business organi- 
zation, better industrial relations, 
cooperation between racial, religious 
and other groups, and world peace. 
In new generations yet to come will 
be found the pioneers of tomorrow. 

It is only 62 years since Alexander 
Graham Bell uttered the first words 
ever heard over an electric telephone 
circuit, “Mr. Watson, come here; I 
want you.” Mr Bell had spilled some 
acid on his trousers, and his call for 
help to the surprised Mr. Watson re- 
ceived an immediate response. 

It is difficult to realize the magni- 
tude of the advance in the art of 
communication from that day to the 
present. Starting with seven spoken 
words over a crude telephone circuit 





"The telephone business is noted uni- 

versally for . . . its friendliness and fel- 

lowship. So the Pioneer association is 

filling a real place in the lives of 

Independent telephone people,” says 
President Berry. 


from one room to another in 1876, 
the telephone now covers the civil- 
ized world, with more than 150 mil- 
lion calls being made each day, over 
half of which are in this country. 

Is it any wonder that telephone 
people are proud of this industry? 
That they are proud of their achieve- 
ments, individually and collectively? 
That they are proud to be known as 
Pioneers in having helped to bring 
the telephone to its present stage of 
usefulness and accessibility ? 

The Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association of the U. S. was 
organized by J. K. Johnston of In- 
dianapolis, one of the best known In- 
dependent telephone engineers, and 


a small group of telephone men, at 
Winona Lake, Ind., in 1920. Mr. 
Johnston has given the association 
faithful service as secretary since 
that time. 

Why 15 years was named as the 
period of service necessary for a tele- 
phone man or woman to qualify as 
a member I do not know, and I have 
not tried to find out. It may be that 
the founders thought it took at least 
that long to learn the telephone busi- 
ness. A few years ago a new mem- 
bership classification was added, the 
Junior membership, which requires 
only ten years’ telephone service. 

In the by-laws the purpose of the 
association is stated: “To preserve 
the history, traditions and ideals, of 
Independent Telephony; to promote 
and perpetuate fellowship and friend- 
liness; to encourage the development 
of the art and industry; and for all 
worthy related objects.” 

The telephone business is noted 
universally for its spirit of service, 
and its friendliness and fellowship 
among all who are a part of it. So 
the Pioneer Association is filling a 
real place in the lives of Independent 
telephone people. 

The past year has seen the mem- 
bership continue to increase until it 
is now the largest in the history of 
the organization. This is due to the 
interest and cooperation of a consid- 
erable portion of the members in 
sending in new applications, aided by 
many Independent telephone man- 
agers, and manufacturers, who have 
sent in blocks of applications and have 
paid the dues for all of their em- 
ployes who were eligible. 

Among those who should be men- 
tioned for unusual service to the 
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Pioneers are: Harry MacMeal and 
Wm. L. Runzel of the Runzel Cord 
& Wire Co., Chicago; H. O. Dutter 
of the Elyria (Ohio) Telephone Co.; 
Lloyd Wright, Jamestown (N. Y.) 
Telephone Corp.; Dr. O. M. Vaughan, 
Tri-County Telephone Co., South Ha- 
ven, Mich.; B. D. Quackenbush, Sut- 
the Equipment Co., Lawrenceville, 
Ill 


Garland Foscue, Automatic Elec- 
tric Co., Chicago; R. C. Reno, Tele- 
phone Management Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; Frank E. Bohn, Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; R. S. Durant, Iowa State Tele- 
phone Co., Newton, lIowa.; Ben 
Woodbury, Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
phone Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y.; 
Roy W. Siemund, Leich Sales Corp., 
Chicago. 

Carl D. Brorien, Peninsular Tele- 
phone Co., Tampa, Fla.; Carl A. 
Kraege, Eastern Kansas Telephone 
Co., Burlington, Kans.; Wallace L. 
Cook, Reliable Electric Co., Chicago; 
Phillip Lenz, Lenz Electric Mfg. Co., 
Chicago; R. M. Coggin, East Coast 
Telephones Inc., Warsaw, Va.; C. E. 
Eaby, Denver & Ephrata Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Ephrata, Pa. 

George R. Folds, Cook Electric Co., 
Chicago; A. S. Crane, Jr., Ports- 
mouth (Ohio) Home Telephone Co., 
F. P. Auxer, National Telephone 
Supply Co., Cleveland, Ohio; A. R. 
Maytum, Dunkirk & Fredonia Tele- 
phone Co., Fredonia, N. Y., Oscar 
Burton, Gulf States Telephone Co., 


Tyler, Texas; George W. Rodormer, 


Chicago; J. W. Walton of Oklahoma 
and others. 

The association is confident that 
the membership will continue to in- 
crease during the next year and the 
years to come. 

The annual business meeting of 
the organization will be held October 
19, following the Wednesday after- 
noon session of the national conven- 
tion in Chicago. In addition to the 
business session an address will be 
given by L. D. Densmore, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager Virginia 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Char- 
lottesville, Va. If you are a Pioneer 
don’t miss this interesting meeting. 

The annual Pioneer banquet will be 
an outstanding event of convention 
week and will be held at the Stevens 
Hotel at 7 o’clock Thursday evening, 
October 20. An unusual entertain- 
ment and stage show to be followed 
by dancing has been arranged by the 
committee in charge of this affair. 

So get out your Pioneer badge and 
come to Chicago prepared to have a 
good time. And if you are not a mem- 
ber of the Pioneers, be sure and sign 
an application while you are there. 
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The Operators’ Corner 


By MRS. MAYME WORKMAN 


Trafic Supervisor, The Illinois Telephone Association, Springfield, III. 


SOME suggestions for 
proper handling of WH 
party reports. Series 345 


NDER some conditions it is 
i | necessary for qn operator to 

write a ticket for a report, or- 
der, or request. One of these condi- 
tions is when a WH party report is 
received on an inward call. A cus- 
tomer will call in and say, for exam- 
ple: “This is Mr. Ward at Main 897. 
Operator 20 at Decatur is calling me. 
I am ready to talk.” 


The operator will acknowledge the 
report and will immediately proceed 
to pass the necessary information to 
the distant operator at the office 
where the call originated. She will 
also record a WH report ticket, using 
the regular white OUT ticket. She 
will print “WH” in capitals in the 
“Special Instruction” space and will 
enter the information supplied by the 
called party. The filing time is also 
entered in the “Filing Time” space. 

In passing a WH report the toll 
cord of the idle pair farthest from 
the calculagraph should be used. 

The operator should permit the 
called party to hear the work on the 
toll circuit and the passing of the 
WH report to the distant office. After 
a WH party report has been passed 
and acknowledged, the originating 
toll center operator is _ responsi- 
ble for completing the connection and 
giving any necessary reports to the 
called station. As soon as a WH par- 
ty report has been passed and 
acknowledged, the terminating toll 
center operator should cut out of the 
connection and proceed as follows: 

(a) TICKET IN SPIRAL TICKET 
HOLDER—if the called party has held 
the line or has been rung, proceed as 
follows: (1) If a disconnect signal is 
received, cut in, challenge, and if you 
receive no response, release the con- 
nection and scratch and file the tick- 
et; (2) if a toll supervisory signal is 
received, cut in, challenge, and if you 
receive an order or report, proceed 
as directed. 

(b) TICKET ON BULLETIN HOLDER 
— if the called party did not hold the 
line and has not been rung, disregard 
the lighted trunk cord signal, if any, 


until after the called station has been 

rung, and then proceed as follows: 

(1) If a toll supervisory signal 
is received, cut in, restore the con- 
nection if it is split, answer 
“(name of your office),” and if 
you receive an order or report, pro- 
ceed as directed. 

(2) If a toll supervisory signal 
and an order to ring the called sta- 
tion have not been received at the 
end of three minutes from the time 
you passed the WH report, again 
reach the OTC operator and say 
“AG.” 

A WH report ticket should never 
be filed at the beginning of conversa- 
tion. It should be held in the spiral 
of the ticket holder farthest from 
the calculagraph until the finish of 
conversation. This is in answer to 
question No. 4. 

It is important that the foregoing 
routine be followed. If, for example, 
a cut-off should occur on the connec- 
tion, by having the details of the call 
available on the WH report ticket 
the connection can be re-established 
with the least possible delay. 
Questions from Illinois Operators 
1. Would a small town operator be 

capable of filling a city position 

without further training? 

2. Are you permitted to tell a sub- 
scriber who is on the line with 
him? 

3. When a toll charge is reported to 
a party, in what way do you show 
it on the ticket? 

4. On a WH ticket, should it be filed 
at the beginning or end of con- 
versation? 

5. When a person-to-person call is 
placed, the person called is not 
available but the calling party de- 
cides to talk to anyone. Is the 
charge made on person-to-person 
or station-to-station rate? 

The answers to these traffic ques- 
tions are given on page 23. 


vy 
North Carolina Meeting 


November 7 and 8 
The annual convention of the North 
Carolina Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation will be held November 7 and 8 
at the attractive Pine Needles Inn, mid- 
way between Pinehurst and Southern 
Pines. E. H. Danner, of Durham, is 
secretary-treasurer. 
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Qcthers and Saud in the 


JOHN H. AGEE, of Lincoln, Neb., 
and his son, HOWARD H. AGEE, 
are both actively engaged in the 
telephone industry—one at the top 
and the other at the bottom of differ- 
ent companies. Howard is at present 
employed in the commercial office of 


the Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
at Omaha. 

Mr. Agee, who is vice-president 
and general manager of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
has served as president of the 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association since February 
of last year, shortly after the death 
of F. B. MacKinnon, for many years 
the efficient and beloved executive 
officer of the national association. 

His experience in the telephone 
business dates back to 1904 when 
he built an Independent telephone 
exchange at Adams, Neb. The fol- 
lowing year he embarked upon the 
study of law at the University of 
Nebraska, receiving his degree in 
1910. Along with his studies, he 
had continued his activities in the 
telephone field, but after graduat- 
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ing from the university he devoted 
his entire time to the legal profes- 
sion, practising in Lincoln for about 
four years. Then he moved to Su- 
perior, Neb., where he continued his 
legal practice. ; 

In 1923 he became attorney for 


During vacation periods in his 
school years he worked in the con- 
struction crew of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. Since his 
graduation from college Howard 
has been employed as a clerk in the 
Omaha business office of the North- 


THERE ARE MANY fathers in the telephone business 
whose sons have ambitions to succeed them—and some 
have greater aspirations. These fathers have found the 
telephone business a good business. Some of them 
own their properties, while others in the larger operating 
or manufacturing groups have risen to executive positions 
of responsibility. . . . It has taken the fathers years to 
attain their present positions and, as an observer re- 
marked to one of a group of sons: “You will have to go 
some to reach as high a position as your father has.” 
... But in the meantime the sons are learning, and many 
of them are off to a better start than their fathers had, 
from an educational standpoint. Some are getting their 
first years of experience while others are already in posi- 
tions of responsibility. 


As many of these sons, in the course of comparatively 
few years, will be among the leaders in the telephone 
industry, TELEPHONY desires—through the publication 
of their pictures along with those of “Dad’s”—to intro- 
duce them to one another and to the field in general. 





JOHN H. AGEE, Lin- 
coln, Neb., vice-presi- 
dent and general man- 
ager of the Lincoln 
company and president 
of the United States 
Independent Telephone 
Association, and his son, 
HOWARD H. AGEE, 
who is learning some of 
the A, B, C's of the tele- 
phone business in the 
commercial office of the 
Northwestern Bell com- 
pany in Omaha, Neb. 


the United Power & Light Co. and 
the United Telephone Co., at Abi- 
lene, Kans. In addition to that work 
Mr. Agee had charge of public rela- 
tions and performed executive work 
for the United company. 

In 1926, after organizing the Con- 
tinental Telephone Co. with a num- 
ber of other telephone executives, 
Mr. Agee became general manager 
of the Lincoln company and in 1932 
was elected vice-president. 

HOWARD H. AGEE was born in Lin- 
coln, Neb., August 11, 1913. After 
attending the Lincoln High School, 
he finished his college preparatory 
work at the Westminster prepara- 
tory School, Simsbury, Conn., In 
1936 he completed his college 
studies and was graduated from the 
University of Nebraska with a 
B.Sc. degree. 


This is the first of a “Fathers and Sons” department. 


western Bell Telephone Co., start- 

ing at the bottom of the telephone 

ladder of a Bell System company. 
v 

LOUIS PITCHER, of Chicago, 
and LOUIS PITCHER, Jr., of Strea- 
tor, Ill., represent the second and 
third generations of the Pitcher 
family in the Independent telephone 
industry. Louis Pitcher I now de- 
ceased, was the organizer of the Lee 
County Telephone Co., predecessor 
of the Dixon (Ill.) Home Telephone 
Co. His son, now the well known 
executive vice-president of the 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, was actively as- 
sociated with the Dixon Home com- 
pany, from 1896 until 1937. 

His first experience with his 
father’s company was in the ¢a- 
pacity of groundman. In the suc- 
ceeding years he was promoted from 
time to time. By 1917 he was serv- 
ing as managing director, first be- 
coming manager, and later general 
manager of the company. Early last 
year, soon after his selection as ex- 
ecutive vice-president of the na- 
tional association, he resigned as 
vice-president and general manager 
of the Dixon Home company. 

Mr. Pitcher was active in state 
association work for many years. 
He was first elected to the board of 
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LOUIS PITCHER, of Chicago, executive vice- 

president of the United States Independent 

Telephone Association, and his son, LOUIS 

PITCHER, JR., who is employed in the com- 

mercial department of the Illinois Valley Tele- 
phone Co., at Streator, Ill. 


directors of the Illinois Telephone 
Association more than 20 years ago. 
After serving as vice-president for 
two terms, he was in 1928 elected to 
the presidency of the state associa- 
tion. This position he held for two 
consecutive years. He continued on 
its board of directors until his re- 
moval to Chicago last year. In 1932 
he was elected president of the In- 
dependent Pioneer Telephone Asso- 
ciation of the United States. 

LOUIS PITCHER, JR., became affili- 
ated with the Dixon Home Tele- 
phone Co. soon after being gradu- 
ated from the Illinois Wesleyan 
University, at Bloomington, in 1936. 
He rose to the position of assistant 
wire chief and last year took em- 
ployment with the commercial de- 
partment of the Illinois Valley 
Telephone Co. at Streator, III. 

Hunting and fishing are the 
hobbies of Louis Pitcher and his 
son. In the accompanying illustra- 
tion they are seen with a young 
bassett hound pup who in due course 
or time will, no doubt, accompany 
them on hunting expeditions. 

v 

LOREN M. BERRY and LOREN, 
JR., comprise a team behind L. M. 
Berry & Co., Dayton, Ohio—one is 
at top and the other is at the bot- 
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telephone directory advertising bus- 
iness. 

LOREN M. BERRY, a Hoosier— 
he was born in Wabash, Ind.—has 
been in the telephone directory 
publication business for 30 years. 
His early education was in the pub- 
lic schools in his home town of 
Wabash and then he attended 
Northwestern University. After 
leaving Northwestern Mr. Berry 
served as a newspaper reporter and 
then engaged in soliciting advertis- 
ing in Chicago and Joliet, Ill., and 
other cities, specializing in the tele- 
phone directory field. 

In 1912 the firm of Craven & 
Berry was organized with offices in 
Dayton, Ohio, for handling the di- 
rectory advertising of Independent 
telephone companies. Upon Mr. 
Craven’s retirement in 1925, Mr. 


Berry continued the business under 
the name of L. M. Berry & Co. 

In addition to the telephone direc- 
tory business Mr. Berry is also in- 
terested in several operating tele- 
phone companies. He was elected 
president of the Independent Pio- 
neer Telephone Association of the 
United States in 1936 and is now 
completing his second term. In this 
period the Independent Pioneer’s 
organization has shown a large in- 
crease in its membership roll. 


LOREN BERRY and LOREN, JR. ("Murph") 
indulge in “batting practice" over week-ends 
when "Dad" has a respite from traveling. 


LOREN M. BERRY, JR., known to 
his friends as “Murph,” was born 
in Dayton, Ohio, and educated 
there. He entered Northwestern 
University and was graduated by 
the School of Commerce in 1936. 
Following his graduation, “Murph” 
entered the offices of the Berry 
company at Dayton. He is gradu- 
ally getting his experience and 
forming contacts and acquaintances 
with operating telephone men 
through attendance at state and na- 
tional conventions. 

In between trips around the 
country, Mr. Berry, Sr., companions 
with “Murph” and they enjoy games 
of softball. Loren, Sr., also likes 
fishing and is proud of a snapshot 
showing a tarpon, 5 ft. 8 ins. in 
length, which he caught last June 
in Tampa Bay, Fla. 
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Special Washington, D. C., Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


J ASHINGTON is getting back 
W to what the late President 
Harding termed ‘“normal- 
cy,” after the tense days of the Euro- 
pean war scare. For two weeks after 
the Munich accord, high officials went 
around in a shell-shocked sort of way, 
wondering if it were really true that 
Mars had not collided with the earth. 
Gradually, however, the big-wigs and 
the little-wigs began to pick apart 
the so-called four-power peace pact 
and react according to their respec- 
tive ideologies. 

Some of the more radical actually 
seemed to be indignant because war 
was averted. They spoke sadly of 
Chamberlain’s “betrayal” of democ- 
racy and the perfidy of the “Cliveden 
set!” They gravely hinted about the 
necessity of America now “taking the 
leadership of Western democracy.” 

The conservative gentry satisfied 
|themselves with jibes at the erstwhile 
‘pacifist radicals, to the effect that it 
was “wholesome to witness people 
cheering for peace before a war is 
started instead of afterward.” 


HAT WAS the transitional 

stage. Early last week your 
ccrrespondent happened upon a mem- 
ber of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion violently denouncing Gabby 
Hartnett for removing Pitcher Lee 
in the World Series opener. The next 
day Chairman John H. (Young-Man- 
With-A-Horn) Hamilton of the Re- 
publican National Committee drew a 
bead on the White House secretariat 
and made a beautiful shot about the 
“White House” spokesman. 

Over the week-end the press ac- 
claimed another revival of that Lewis 
v. Green battle, and right then and 
there any discerning citizen could 
easily sense that America was back 
on- the old free-and-easy basis with 
the European crisis receding in 
memory as a bad nightmare. Our 
own FCC broke into print with an- 
other story of internal confict—just 
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RECENT WAR SCARE shows a weakness 
of democracy as practiced under the multi- 
party system of Europe. ... What is back 
of latest FCC internal trouble. ... Two cases 
of interest before the U. S. Supreme Court 


to make things seem like old times 
again. 

Before the war scare recedes too 
far into memory, however, there is 
one slightly-noticed angle which may 
prove a lesson to us here in America. 
That is the weakness of democracy 
as it is practiced under the multi- 
party system in Europe. Great Bri- 
tain is not so much at fault in this 
respect as France. 

France is inherently a_ strong, 
proud country, (Incidentally, it is 
this writer’s favorite foreign coun- 
try.) Frenchmen love their country 
probably more passionately than any 
other race of people. Best evidence 
of this are the comparative emigra- 
tion figures. They plainly show that 
while Germans, Italians, British, 
Poles, Irish, and so forth emigrate 
to America whenever they get a 
chance, the Frenchmen do so in such 
small numbers as to be comparatively 
negligible. They simply do not want 
to leave France. 


HY THEN is this fine nation 

so weak in an international 
crisis? Why is it at the mercy of 
organized radical minorities which 
can put over a wages-and-hours law 
that practically handcuffed France at 
the very time when her dictatorship 
neighbors were knocking at her door 
with sharp demands? 

The answer is very simple (and, as 
Americans, let us hope that we can 
profit by poor France’s example to the 
extent of never letting the same 
thing happen here): Franee has lit- 


erally been torn to pieces by her own 
warring minorities. 

Consider the French House of 
Representatives—«called the Chamber 
of Deputies. There are 15 political 
parties represented. The total mem- 
bership is 618. And yet the largest 
single party representation—the So- 
cialists—have only a few more than 
150. (French deputy alliances change 
so constantly that approximations 
are necessary.) The other parties 
which run the entire political color 
spectrum from Radical red to Fascist 
black have lesser blocks of 50, 20, 10 
—even 5 members. 

Naturally, under such circum- 
stances (and don’t think these par- 
ties are not constantly sniping at 
one another just as savagely as our 
Republicans and Democrats), admin- 
istrative government can only limp 
along on the crutches of coalition. To 
secure such a majority coalition, and 
to insure it after it is obtained, there 
must be endless compromises, log roll- 
ing and horse trading. 

This also explains why a minority 
labor group could put over the wage- 
hour law which Premier Daladier re- 
cently had to abandon in the interest 
of national defense. The labor blocs 
simply refused to support the recent 
Blum government unless the measure 
was enacted. 

Later on the Blum government fell 
anyhow, but enough has been said 
here to indicate how well off we are 
with our old-fashioned two-party sys- 
tem. France still is being run by an 
assortment of minorities—a system 
which is simply a set-up for adverse 
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ictatorship. We have had in Amer- 
a third party threats but none of 
1em has been very serious. Only 
nce in our national history (and 
iat before the Civil War) did we 
itness the death of a major politi- 
| party—the Whigs. 

It is all very well to laugh at our 
old-fashioned two-party system and 
iy that the only real difference be- 
tween the Democrats and the Repub- 
an parties is the difference of opin- 
n as to which names should go on 
e public payroll. But when the 
American people really want a 
iange, our old parties will change 
ficiently to answer the need. They 
ave already changed so much that 
is doubtful if Jefferson or Lincoln 
would recognize them. 

They have changed sides on dozens 

issues. But what does historical 
onsistency matter so long as the ma- 
jor parties do fill the bill for the 
voters? We are witnessing in the 
Democratic party today struggles of 
internal change brought about by the 
sincere, if conficting, desires of its 
members and heads. And the Re- 
publican party is showing signs of 
returning to its role of major opposi- 
tion. If the American people really 
want more opposition to the Demo- 
cratic administration at Washington, 
the Republicans are ready. We'll 
know more about this after the elec- 
tion next month. 

3ut the lesson we should learn 
from the sad spectacle of La Belle 
France struggling against the bonds 
tied by her own minorities is that 
our two old major parties, with all 
their faults, present the safer way 
for democracy in a world where de- 
mocracy must deal on even terms 
with one-man dictatorships. 


tr 


HE LATEST trouble in the FCC 

is a double-barreled affair. It 
started off with an explosion at the 
top when the membership voted (4 
to 1) to consider some form of soapy 
mouth washing for a Minneapolis 
broadcasting station, and disturbance 
went all down the line to the very 
colored messenger boys in the corri- 
dor when the news went around that 
the administration’s hatchetmen were 
riding again and nobody’s job was 
safe. 

This was not true, of course, but 
it does not take much to get simple 
working folks excited when there is 
talk about losing jobs these days. The 
net result was further demoralization 
for a time at least, of an already 
wobbly FCC personnel. 

Chairman McNinch’s letter to the 
Civil Service Commission, which 
Started the panic, was simply carry- 
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ing out what he had long threatened 
to do—get rid of certain deadwood 
in the commission’s legal, examining, 
and publicity sections. Mr. Mc- 
Ninch didn’t say so in so many words, 
of course. His letter was diplomatic. 

He politely suggested that the re- 
moval of the three FCC divisions in 
question from the iron-clad protec- 
tion of Civil Service classification 
would leave the commission free to 
hire a more brilliant personnel in 
these strategic positions instead of 
having to manipulate government red 
tape. Aside from the particular con- 
troversy at issue, there is consider- 
able precedent to support the reason- 
ableness of the chairman’s sugges- 
tien. 

Lawyers are policy makers—at 
least, they participate in important 
phases of the commission policy mak- 
ing. Since the commissioners them- 
selves are appointed by the President 
with a view to sympathy with admin- 
istration policy, it would not be un- 
reasonable to insist that the legal 
key men, at least, should be such as 
to reflect the prevailing will of the 
majority of the commission. The 
same argument might be urged with 
respect to examiners who perform 
quasi judicial functions within the 
framework of the commission proce- 
dure. 

As for the publicity section, the 
widespread practice among the Fed- 
eral bureaus is to have them appoint- 
ed very much in tune with the poli- 
cies of the majority. The FCC is 
almost unique among Federal regu- 
latory commissions in having any 
different arrangement. 

However, these arguments are not 
likely to prevail at the Civil Service 
Commission. They may not even pre- 
vail with Chairman McNinch’s own 
colleagues, two of whom are already 
very much ruffled because the chair- 
man apparently took this step with- 
out full commission deliberation. The 
Civil Service Commission does not 
look with favor upon a proposal to 
curtail its domain just at a time when 
the President seems disposed to 
stretch it to the limit in so many 
other bureaus and departments of the 
government. 


But Chairman Frank R, McNinch, 
still plagued by ill health, is only try- 
ing to carry out the assignment 
which was given to him. He was 
told to clean up the FCC and stop 
the endless bickering. Obviously he 
couldn’t stop the bickering among in- 
dependent commissioners of his own 
rank. And when he went to remove 
what he regarded as obstructions to 
efficiency and harmonious operation 
of the FCC staff, he found himself 
up against the stone wall of Civil 
Service protection and political pa- 
tronage appointees. 

He is taking the obvious course. 
If the White House is really behind 
Chairman McNinch and still wants 
him to carry out his mission as he 
sees it, pressure may suddenly be 
brought to bear on the Civil Service 
Commission (and on anyone else) to 
see that the McNinch “purge” gets 
the green light. But so far there is 
ne evidence of such strong support 
behind the chairman. 

Maybe the White House has for- 
gotten about this “trouble-shooting” 
assignment or, as has happened so 
many times before, maybe it has 
changed its mind. At this writing it 
looks like another purge flop with 
the dove of peace taking an awful 
beating in the bargain. 

It is not the function of this de- 
partment to take sides or give advice 
in what is, after all, strictly a family 
row (even if it does have all the 
neighbors hanging out of the win- 
dows). But it certainly ought to 
strike some master minds as signifi- 
cant that other Federal regulatory 
commissions are getting along with- 
out letting the world know about 
their internal differences. These 
other commissions have plenty of dif- 
ferences, and they often have just as 
important and intricate problems to 
handle as the FCC. 

Could it be that what the FCC 
needs more than anything else is an 
effective window shade—meaning, of 
course, a little more authority for 
and “coordination” by its publicity 
section. 


DDS AND ENDS: About the 
time these lines appear in print, 
argument will be heard in the U. S. 
Supreme Court on two cases of in- 
terest to the telephone industry. 
First, there is the Consolidated Edi- 
son case—argued on October 14 
—which will decide whether a local 
public utility is engaged in “inter- 
state commerce” within the meaning 
of the National Labor Relations Act. 
During the following week—on 
October 19—the hearing of the pa- 
(Please turn to page 40) 
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Special Washington, D. C., Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


W ASHINGTON is getting back 
/ to what the late President 
Harding termed ‘“normal- 
cy.” after the tense days of the Euro- 
pean war scare. For two weeks after 
the Munich accord, high officials went 
around in a shell-shocked sort of way, 
wondering if it were really true that 
Mars had not collided with the earth. 
Gradually, however, the big-wigs and 
the little-wigs began to pick apart 
the so-called four-power peace pact 
and react according to their respec- 
tive ideologies. 

Some of the more radical actually 
seemed to be indignant because war 
was averted. They spoke sadly of 
Chamberlain’s “betrayal” of democ- 
racy and the perfidy of the “Cliveden 
set!” They gravely hinted about the 
necessity of America now “taking the 
leadership of Western democracy.” 
| The conservative gentry satisfied 
|themselves with jibes at the erstwhile 
ipacifist radicals, to the effect that it 
was “wholesome to witness people 
cheering for peace before a war is 
started instead of afterward.” 


HAT WAS the transitional 

stage. Early last week your 
ccrrespondent happened upon a mem- 
ber of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion violently denouncing Gabby 
Hartnett for removing Pitcher Lee 
in the World Series opener. The next 
day Chairman John H. (Young-Man- 
With-A-Horn) Hamilton of the Re- 
publican National Committee drew a 
bead on the White House secretariat 
and made a beautiful shot about the 
“White House” spokesman. 

Over the week-end the press ac- 
claimed another revival of that Lewis 
v. Green battle, and right then and 
there any discerning citizen could 
easily sense that America was back 
on- the old free-and-easy basis with 
the European crisis receding in 
memory as a bad nightmare. Our 
own FCC broke into print with an- 
other story of internal confict—just 
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RECENT WAR SCARE shows a weakness 
of democracy as practiced under the multi- 
party system of Europe. ... What is back 
of latest FCC internal trouble. ... Two cases 
of interest before the U. S. Supreme Court 


to make things seem like old times 
again. 

Before the war scare recedes too 
far into memory, however, there is 
one slightly-noticed angle which may 
prove a lesson to us here in America. 
That is the weakness of democracy 
as it is practiced under the multi- 
party system in Europe. Great Bri- 
tain is not so much at fault in this 
respect as France. 

France is inherently a_ strong, 
proud country, (Incidentally, it is 
this writer’s favorite foreign coun- 
try.) Frenchmen love their country 
probably more passionately than any 
other race of people. Best evidence 
of this are the comparative emigra- 
tion figures. They plainly show that 
while Germans, Italians, British, 
Poles, Irish, and so forth emigrate 
to America whenever they get a 
chance, the Frenchmen do so in such 
small numbers as to be comparatively 
negligible. They simply do not want 
to leave France. 


HY THEN is this fine nation 

so weak in an international 
crisis? Why is it at the mercy of 
organized radical minorities which 
can put over a wages-and-hours law 
that practically handcuffed France at 
the very time when her dictatorship 
neighbors were knocking at her door 
with sharp demands? 

The answer is very simple (and, as 
Americans, let us hope that we can 
profit by poor France’s example to the 
extent of never letting the same 
thing happen here): Franee has lit- 


erally been torn to pieces by her own 
warring minorities. 

Consider the French House of 
Representatives—called the Chamber 
of Deputies. There are 15 political 
parties represented. The total mem- 
bership is 618. And yet the largest 
single party representation—the So- 
cialists—have only a few more than 
150. (French deputy alliances change 
so constantly that approximations 
are necessary.) The other parties 
which run the entire political color 
spectrum from Radical red to Fascist 
black have lesser blocks of 50, 20, 10 
—even 5 members. 

Naturally, under such circum- 
stances (and don’t think these par- 
ties are not constantly sniping at 
one another just as savagely as our 
Republicans and Democrats), admin- 
istrative government can only limp 
along on the crutches of coalition. To 
secure such a majority coalition, and 
to insure it after it is obtained, there 
must be endless compromises, log roll- 
ing and horse trading. 

This also explains why a minority 
labor group could put over the wage- 
hour law which Premier Daladier re- 
cently had to abandon in the interest 
of national defense. The labor blocs 
simply refused to support the recent 
Blum government unless the measure 
was enacted. 

Later on the Blum government fell 
anyhow, but enough has been said 
here to indicate how well off we are 
with our old-fashioned two-party sys- 
tem. France still is being run by an 
assortment of minorities—a system 
which is simply a set-up for adverse 
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ictatorship. We have had in Amer- 

a third party threats but none of 

xem has been very serious. Only 
nce in our national history (and 

iat before the Civil War) did we 
itness the death of a major politi- 

' party—the Whigs. 

It is all very well to laugh at our 
old-fashioned two-party system and 

y that the only real difference be- 
tween the Democrats and the Repub- 
lican parties is the difference of opin- 

n as to which names should go on 

public payroll. But when the 
American people really want a 
change, our old parties will change 
sufficiently to answer the need. They 
have already changed so much that 
is doubtful if Jefferson or Lincoln 
would recognize them. 

They have changed sides on dozens 
of issues. But what does historical 
consistency matter so long as the ma- 
jor parties do fill the bill for the 
voters? We are witnessing in the 
Democratic party today struggles of 
internal change brought about by the 
sincere, if conflicting, desires of its 
members and heads. And the Re- 
publican party is showing signs of 
returning to its role of major opposi- 
tion. If the American people really 
want more opposition to the Demo- 
cratic administration at Washington, 
the Republicans are ready. We'll 
know more about this after the elec- 
tion next month. 

3ut the lesson we should learn 
from the sad spectacle of La Belle 
France struggling against the bonds 
tied by her own minorities is that 
our two old major parties, with all 
their faults, present the safer way 
for democracy in a world where de- 
locracy must deal on even terms 
with one-man dictatorships. 


HE LATEST trouble in the FCC 

is a double-barreled affair. It 
started off with an explosion at the 
top when the membership voted (4 
to 1) to consider some form of soapy 
mouth washing for a Minneapolis 
broadcasting station, and disturbance 
went all down the line to the very 
colored messenger boys in the corri- 
dor when the news went around that 
the administration’s hatchetmen were 
riding again and nobody’s job was 
safe. 

This was not true, of course, but 
it does not take much to get simple 
working folks excited when there is 
talk about losing jobs these days. The 
net result was further demoralization 
for a time at least, of an already 
wobbly FCC personnel. 

Chairman McNinch’s letter to the 
Civil Service Commission, which 
Started the panic, was simply carry- 
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ing out what he had long threatened 
to do—get rid of certain deadwood 
in the commission’s legal, examining, 
and publicity sections. Mr. Mce- 
Ninch didn’t say so in so many words, 
of course. His letter was diplomatic. 

He politely suggested that the re- 
moval of the three FCC divisions in 
question from the iron-clad protec- 
tion of Civil Service classification 
would leave the commission free to 
hire a more brilliant personnel in 
these strategic positions instead of 
having to manipulate government red 
tape. Aside from the particular con- 
troversy at issue, there is consider- 
able precedent to support the reason- 
ableness of the chairman’s sugges- 
tien. 

Lawyers are policy makers—at 
least, they participate in important 
phases of the commission policy mak- 
ing. Since the commissioners them- 
selves are appointed by the President 
with a view to sympathy with admin- 
istration policy, it would not be un- 
reasonable to insist that the legal 
key men, at least, should be such as 
to reflect the prevailing will of the 
majority of the commission. The 
same argument might be urged with 
respect to examiners who perform 
quasi judicial functions within the 
framework of the commission proce- 
dure. 

As for the publicity section, the 
widespread practice among the Fed- 
eral bureaus is to have them appoint- 
ed very much in tune with the poli- 
cies of the majority. The FCC is 
almost unique among Federal regu- 
latory commissions in having any 
different arrangement. 

However, these arguments are not 
likely to prevail at the Civil Service 
Commission. They may not even pre- 
vail with Chairman McNinch’s own 
colleagues, two of whom are already 
very much ruffled because the chair- 
man apparently took this step with- 
out full commission deliberation. The 
Civil Service Commission does not 
look with favor upon a proposal to 
curtail its domain just at a time when 
the President seems disposed to 
stretch it to the limit in so many 
other bureaus and departments of the 
government. 


But Chairman Frank R. McNinch, 
still plagued by ill health, is only try- 
ing to carry out the assignment 
which was given to him. He was 
told to clean up the FCC and stop 
the endless bickering. Obviously he 
couldn’t stop the bickering among in- 
dependent commissioners of his own 
rank. And when he went to remove 
what he regarded as obstructions to 
efficiency and harmonious operation 
of the FCC staff, he found himself 
up against the stone wall of Civil 
Service protection and political pa- 
tronage appointees. 

He is taking the obvious course. 
If the White House is really behind 
Chairman McNinch and still wants 
him to carry out his mission as he 
sees it, pressure may suddenly be 
brought to bear on the Civil Service 
Commission (and on anyone else) to 
see that the McNinch “purge” gets 
the green light. But so far there is 
no evidence of such strong support 
behind the chairman. 

Maybe the White House has for- 
gotten about this “trouble-shooting” 
assignment or, as has happened so 
many times before, maybe it has 
changed its mind. At this writing it 
looks like another purge flop with 
the dove of peace taking an awful 
beating in the bargain. 

It is not the function of this de- 
partment to take sides or give advice 
in what is, after all, strictly a family 
row (even if it does have all the 
neighbors hanging out of the win- 
dows). But it certainly ought to 
strike some master minds as signifi- 
cant that other Federal regulatory 
commissions are getting along with- 
out letting the world know about 
their internal differences. These 
other commissions have plenty of dif- 
ferences, and they often have just as 
important and intricate problems to 
handle as the FCC. 

Could it be that what the FCC 
needs more than anything else is an 
effective window shade—meaning, of 
course, a little more authority for 
and “coordination” by its publicity 
section. 


DDS AND ENDS: About the 
time these lines appear in print, 
argument will be heard in the U. S. 
Supreme Court on two cases of in- 
terest to the telephone industry. 
First, there is the Consolidated Edi- 
son case—argued on October 14 
—which will decide whether a local 
public utility is engaged in “inter- 
state commerce” within the meaning 
of the National Labor Relations Act. 
During the following week—on 
October 19—the hearing of the pa- 
(Please turn to page 40) 
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‘‘Rag-time Annie*‘* On 
the Party Telephone Line 


OLD-TIME FIDDLER on the farm played 
into his telephone so neighbors might listen. 
His fame spread to others in neighboring 
communities who asked to be included in 
a telephone hookup through the local 
switchboard—thus originating the first 
musical broadcast over a network. His 
son announced numbers and accepted 
requests while Central handled the lines 


AD was a fiddler. A good one 
D he was, too, for he was known 
for miles around because he 
broadcast over a party telephone 
line. Although his renown as a 
tantalizer of feet with Rag-Time 
Annie, Turkey in the Straw, Sally 
Goodin’, The Irish Washerwoman, 
The Chicken Reel, Snowbird in the 
Ashbank and other break-down clas- 
sics of the square-dance halls, was 
limited to our rural section, he 
probably was the first person ever 
to broadcast music over a network. 
Many a year before a radio receiv- 
ing set was installed in the town 
nearest our community, Dad was 
broadcasting over a network. What 
is more, he was receiving fan mail 
and had proved to his satisfaction, 
and professional pride, that listeners 
preferred a live performer to re- 
corded music. 
Dad started broadcasting because 
a neighbor living two miles away 
wanted to hear Rag-Time Annie 








By LEWIS T. NORDYKE 


played on a fiddle at least once a 
week. The much belittled rural 
party telephone line—long consid- 
ered a channel for the flow of gossip 
—made possible the early broadcasts, 
the popularity of which led to the 
first network. 

When bitter winter days housed 
us in we had only one contact with 
the world. That was our telephone. 
We used it plenty. Many times every 
person with a telephone on our line 
joined in general session which last- 
ed for hours, or until Central 
plugged in and announced the line 
was needed for an important call. 

It was one of the general commu- 
nity discussions on an Independent- 
ly-owned exchange that fathered the 
broadcasts. Approximately ten men 
were using the line one cold day 
during the Yule holidays. After the 
discussions had skipped from horses 
to road working and dozens of other 
subjects, one of the neighbors sug- 
gested to Dad that he “get down the 


Neighbors hushed cry- 
ing children as they 
listened over the rural 
telephone line to Dad's 


fiddle music. 





old gourd and play Rag-Time An- 
nie.” 

Others on the line joined in the 
request for fiddle music. Dad 
obliged. The idea took hold. Be- 
fore long the broadcasts became fre- 
quent events, at least weekly, during 
the winter and the summer rainy 
seasons. 

The idea for the network, like the 
one for the broadcasts, was not a 
child of thought. A neighbor moved 
20 miles away and had to be changed 
to another telephone line on the 
same exchange. 

Then we had to go through Cen- 
tral to telephone him. One day he 
called Dad and asked for a few tunes. 
That was the first network; at least 
the initial use of more than one line 
for broadcasting fiddle music in our 
community. It grew. 

At parties and dances, where Dad 
always was the main fiddler, there 
was talk of the broadcasts; and 
neighbors on other lines asked to be 
called so they could listen. We didn’t 
call them broadcasts. The programs, 
usually “sponsored” by the man who 
liked Rag-Time Annie, were re- 
ferred to as “Laddybuck playing the 
fiddle.” Before long, persons on 
three or four lines were called to 
listen to Dad play. That produced 
a problem not unlike those of the 
big radio networks of today. 

There had to be an announcer and 
someone to control the wires. Cen- 
tral, a well-informed lady who liked 
fiddle music, handled the lines. I 
announced. Central listened-in. 
When there was a call for one of 
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the lines in the network, she asked 
the calling party whether he had 
rather listen to the fiddle music 
awhile before getting his call. Most 
of them preferred the fiddle—and 
each call meant a bigger network, a 
larger audience. 

At times the program was inter- 
rupted for calls. At that, it had its 
advantages over present radio net- 
works. It was a two-way system. 

Dad stood near the telephone and 
played into the transmitter, just as 
Rubinoff does into the microphone 
this evening or the next. I stood out 
of Dad’s way with the receiver to 
my ear. When Dad finished a piece, 
the listeners commented. 

“Why, man, that’s fine,” said Mr. 


Harris. “I can hear it just as plain 
as if I was right in the room 
with it.” 


“So can I,” said Uncle Jess. “Sure 
fine. Ask him to play Rye Whiskey.” 

“How about Tom and 
asked Mr. Marsh. 

“Or Glory Land,” requested Aunt 
Maggie. 

And so it turned into a request 
program. Even Central had a fa- 
vorite; I believe it was The Kelley 
Waltz. There never was a program, 
though, that didn’t include Rag-Time 
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Extends Greetings 


To All Telephone Men and Women Attending 
the 42nd National Telephone Convention. 


Members of “TELEPHONY’S” staff hope that they 
will have the opportunity and pleasure of following 
up this preliminary greeting with a personal greeting 
and a warm handshake during the four-day conven- 
tion of the United States Independent Telephone 
Association, to be held at the Stevens Hotel in 
Chicago next week, October 18 to 21, inclusive. 


“TELEPHONY’S” headquarters, as usual, will be 
in room 2513 on the exhibit floor. 
tion sessions telephone folks are urged to drop in 
for a chat with various members of “ TELEPHONY’S” 


The convention program is published in full on 
other pages of this issue and it is hoped and be- 
lieved that this meeting will go down into history as 
a great convention of a great and indispensable 


Sa 






=S= 
Dad had only one com- _— 
petitor, Uncle Jess, who =S> 
had a gramophone that = 


played cylinder records, 
and Dad sometimes in- 
vited him to play his 


ost 


two favorite records, 
"The Mocking Bird" 
and "Fisher's Horn- 
pipe," over the tele- 


phone broadcast. 


Annie. Our neighbor’s persistent 
requests for that piece brought a 
few wisecracks to the network. Per- 
haps they were the first broadcasted 
wisecracks, some of which are still 
in use on networks. But our neigh- 
bor got Rag-Time Annie. 

Dad’s fame spread. He had only 
one competitor. There was no feud, 
however, for Dad was the only one 
to invite the competitor to the net- 
work. 

Uncle Jess, whose telephone was 
on No. 32 (as I remember it, his ring 
was two shorts and a long), had a 
gramophone that played cylinder rec- 
ords through a pretty horn with 
flowers painted on the outside and 
the picture of a beautiful woman on 


Between conven- 





Uncle Jess had two rec- 
ords Dad liked. They were The 
Mocking Bird and Fisher’s Hornpipe. 
The man who played for the rec- 
ord could make the bird whistle in 
The Mocking Bird. Dad couldn’t, al- 
though he had tried for years. He 
also liked the fiddler who played 
Fisher’s Hornpipe on the record. 


Because he liked to hear those 
pieces, Dad asked Uncle Jess to put 
the gramophone to the telephone and 
play the two records; and that day 
was introduced the first commercial 
announcement to the first network. 
When the gramophone started, it 
scratched for about a minute and 
then gave the title of the number 
and the name of the musician. Then, 
before the music started, there came 
this announcement: “Edison 
Record.” 

Uncle Jess was never asked to play 
more than the two records, although 
he had many good selections, includ- 
ing Rag-Time Annie. The audience 
seemed to prefer Dad’s playing to 
that of the records, and Dad was 
gratified. His greatest enjoyment 
came in playing his fiddle, and many 
fiddlers said he was the only one in 
the world who could play Snowbird 
in the Ashbank. That tune can’t be 
described on paper and it is hard to 
handle on the dance floor. 

Snowbird in the Ashbank, inci- 
dentally, brought the network its 
first fan letter. A woman living sev- 
eral miles away wrote Dad telling 
him how much she enjoyed the tune. 

The men, who years later devel- 
oped the great radio broadcasting 
networks, likely would have had an 
easier task had they heard Rag- 
Time Annie on the party line. 

Dad—C. T. Nordyke—still lives 
in the Cottonwood, Texas, commu- 
nity where the broadcasts were 
heard over our network in the days 
before radio. He still plays the 
fiddle but not over the telephone. The 
days of such programs have passed, 
but the rural party telephone line 
has the distinction of having carried 
the first musical broadcast over a 
network. 
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Maintenance men in the 
field consider the WEST TEST SET 
: without an equal for locating line 
n and equipment trouble! 


h Telephone companies both large and small find the 
West Test Set practically indispensible to their field 


‘0 men. With its use, one man working alone can locate all 


_ types of line trouble, such as shorts, opens, grounds, 
y | crosses, "high" joints, poor ground rods, swinging con- 
in | 

-d tacts, etc. He can also quickly and accurately detect 


trouble in house wiring, lightning arresters, coils, con- 


densers, etc. No "inside" man is required. 


The West Test Set soon pays for itself in the time and 
ig effort it saves for linemen. Also, by making it unneces- 
1. | sary to open important, heavy-traffic lines to locate 
1g trouble, it prevents expensive service interrup- 
g- tions. Write at once for literature and price in- 


formation—sent gladly upon request. 
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Special Telephone Tools 
Take “Irk’’ Out of Work 


By RAY BLAIN 


THIS IS the third and concluding part of an article on tools which have 
proved invaluable in general telephone construction work. This install- 
ment discusses the possibilities of additional tools in the near future 
after taking up the uses for a variety of miscellaneous tools, truck bodies 


and accessory motor equipment. 


E HAVE recently acquired a 
\ \) newly-developed conduit-rod- 

ding outfit which we consider 
superior to the old sectional type 
wood duct rods. This equipment 
makes it possible to place a line 
through a vacant conduit with 
greater speed and less effort than 
any method we previously used. 

The new type rodding outfit is 
made of oil-tempered, round spring- 
steel wire in any length desired. 
For ordinary telephone work, two 
lengths—one 300 feet and the other 
400 feet—will generally be found 
satisfactory. These lengths are each 
coiled on separate reels. 

A length can be pushed into a con- 
duit section from each end and auto- 
matically coupled together at the 
meeting point in the duct. To make 
this possible, a pick-up or female 
fitting is attached to one end. To 
the other end is attached the leader 
or male fitting. The female fitting 
is made of tubular steel, either round 









ding outfit onto the reel after use. 


or square, in sizes to fit various sizes 
of ducts and is equipped with spring- 
bound steel fingers to admit the male 
fittings. 

When the leader enters the pick- 
up fitting, the steel fingers lock the 
connection securely and make one 
continuous rod which can be pulled 
or pushed from either end. Con- 
nector fittings are detachable to per- 
mit attachment of mandrels, swabs 
or other special tools for use in clean- 
ing ducts. 

The steel wire has suitable markers 
located 25 feet apart. This permits 
accurate location of obstructions or 
breaks in the duct line. It also per- 
mits accurate checking of the length 
of rod in the duct line at any time. 

The small inexpensive transit is 
something that once used no one 
would care to be without. It is all 
right for old-timers to say that they 
can accurately sight-in a line with 
the naked eye; but to do it is not 
always so easy, especially for the 


View to left shows duct rodding outfit loaded onto the 
cable reel trailer for transportation over a long distance. 
Below is shown the duct rodding outfit in use. View to 


right shows workman engaged in winding the duct rod- 


< 


Pictures show actual construction jobs 


present-day crop of construction 
men. 

Place an instrument on an exist- 
ing line and inaccuracies will fre- 
quently be located. We have found 
that it is almost impossible to ac- 
curately line up 95-foot poles with 
the naked eye. The accurate location 
of guys often means the difference 
between success and failure of an 
important corner. 

The inexpensive transit does the 
job accurately and insures positive 
results. By inexpensive transit is 
meant one costing less than $50. The 
transit will also be found most use- 
ful in the laying out of conduit lines 
to provide proper drainage. 

We have several chain hoists and 
use them almost daily. They do the 
job much better and quicker than 
block and tackle and, we believe, are 
much safer. We also find them ideal 
for binding a load of poles in place 
on a truck or trailer. 

Good ladders are an important and 
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Loading the cable splicer's trailer onto cable reel trailer 
transporting from one job to another. 


: 





Some of the steps preparatory to setting out with construction truck and cable 
splicer's trailer for a road trip. . . . View above shows workmen engaged in 
checking and sorting small tools preparatory to putting them into their proper 
compartments in the construction truck. . . . View below shows the loading of 
the cable splicer's trailer onto the cable reel trailer for transporting from one 
job to another. . . . To the right is shown the cable reel trailer backed close 
to the construction truck as the cable splicer's trailer is lowered upon it. 






























Rear view of five-man cab line construction 
truck which has a wheelbase of only 117 
inches and is easily handled. 





Truck and trailer loaded 
for a road trip. Cable 
splicing trailer loaded 
into cable reel trailer. 
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A method of cable repair 

has been developed which 

utilizes the lead-burning or 

arc-welding method to 

close various types of 

openings in the lead sheath 
of the cable. 


indispensable item of tools in 
any telephone exchange. The 
safety type, which costs very 
little more than the plain va- 
riety, is preferred. Recently 
we learned that a good ladder 
may often be lashed to a con- 
struction truck in an upright 
position so that a man may 
work from it along a line by 
merely moving the truck. This 
should, however, never be at- 
tempted with anything except 
a good strong ladder. 

A movable platform on wheels fre- 
quently can be used to advantage on 
certain jobs in lieu of ladders. These 
platforms should be about four feet 
square and of the adjustable type 
so that the height can easily be va- 
ried. Pipe is usually best suited for 
the construction of the supporting 
framework. 

Most any kind of wheels can be 
utilized, but a good brake of some 
type should be provided to prevent 
rolling while a man is working from 
the top. This platform is often con- 
venient for the use of a cable splicer 
when working on a block cable sys- 
tem. It is also sometimes used to 
advantage on ordinary aerial cable. 

We have used a gas cable-testing 
outfit for about three years and it 
has proved itself to be entirely sat- 
































Using the movable platform in drilling holes 
on a block cable job. 


splices or old ones suspected of caus- 
ing trouble. That is, we drill a hole 
into the sleeve, screw in a fitting aud 
attach the hose. We then release 
sufficient gas to build up the neccs- 
sary pressure inside the sleeve and 
cover the outside with soap suds. 

Bubbles will indicate an escape of 
gas and an opening in the sheath. 
This is a simple and effective method 
of using gas for cable testing that 
any company may practice to its own 
advantage and profit. 

We have found the lead-burning 
cable-repair kit a worthy addition 
to our set of telephone construction 
tools. Space here will not permit a 


This new five-man cab line 
construction truck will easily —> 
carry six men. 


isfactory in every way; 
in fact, it has paid for 
itself many times each 
year. Our gas tanks are 
mounted on top of the 
cable - splicing trailer, 
available for use at all 
times on any job. A 
long length of hose is 
provided which easily 
reaches into a man- 
hole or to an aerial cable on a pole. 

For the most part our gas out- 
fit is used for flash testing of new 


A cable splicer working from the top 
of a movable platform. 
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Using small and inexpensive transit to 
lay out conduit run to provide proper 
slope for drainage. 


detail description of the method 
which has previously been de- 
scribed (TELEPHONY of April 23, 
1938). Sometimes we use our 
regular truck battery for supply- 
ing current to the are for the 
lead-burning tool and other times 
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AT THE STEVENS HOTEL OCT. 18, 19, 20 & 21 
ROOMS 2510A & 2512A 




















* 
es These new rooms are at your disposal during your 
; attendance at the Telephone Convention—accept 
our invitation and make them your headquarters. 
| An ideal place to rest and to renew old acquaint- 
ances—then, too, we feel confident you will wel- 
di come valuable information we have in store for you. 
* 
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we carry an extra large 
capacity storage battery. 
Numerous cable repairs 
by this method have 
proved the outfit a very 
good investment. 

We make sure that at 


We make sure that at least 
two plumbers’ furnaces and 
blow torches are available for 
use at all times . . « practically 


least two good plumbers’ fur- 
naces and blow-torches are 
available for use at all times. 
We find it most convenient to 
have a spare available for in- 
stant use should one fail sud- 
denly on an important cable 
job. In the writer’s opinion, 
practically all present - day 
plumbers’ furnaces and blow- 
torches will give good service 
if properly used. 

Treated gasoline ruins most 
of the furnaces and torches 
that go bad and it should 
never be used under any con- 


Using the gas cable testing outfit to 
flash test a splice. 








small gas soldering torch. 





hi 


The winch method of pipe pushing, 
< using the power winch on the recu- 
lar construction truck. 


all present-day plumbers’ fur- 

naces and blow torches will 

give good service if properly 
used by workman. 


| 
Vv 


sideration. For this reason many 
telephone companies prefer to use 
kerosene in their furnaces. Kero- 
sene is generally more easily ob- 
tained than white, or untreated 
gasoline. 

The gas-operated lineman’s solder- 
ing torch has proved a real conveni- 
ence for us in our work. This torch 
is particualrly convenient for the 
sealing of ends in lead cable. The 
small gas tank is convenient to carry 
and renewals are not expensive. 

The use of this torch should never 
be attempted unless equipped with 


Special tools for use in arc-welding or lead- 
burning method of cable repair. 
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Here’s the Dally Time Cart 


of Your Telephone Batteries 




















The Burgess 
Twin-Six 
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BURGESS 12F3 414-VOLT DRY 

SWITCHBOARD BATTERY. 

Especially built for heavy, con- 
tinvous drain. 

















“CHROME?” is 


Have you ever realized that your telephone 
batteries are actually idle most of the time? 
It's true. They are usually idle at least 23 
hours out of the twenty-four. 

Now, old type batteries were “used up” 
even when they weren't actually working. 
The electrolyte started eating away the zinc 
almost as soon as the battery was made. 
Consequently, you paid for twenty-four hours 
of service and used only approximately 40 


minute™ of it. 
m BATTERIES HAVE CHROME 


That's where Burgess batteries are different. 


BURGESS 


TELEPHONE 
BATTERIES 








SO important 


An exclusive Burgess ingredient called 
“Chrome™ guards against depreciation when 
the Twin-Six is not in actual use. You don't 
have to pay for extra service because 
"Chrome" protects the zinc, prolongs bat- 
tery life, and strengthens recuperation after 
periods of use. 

You're money ahead when you specify 
Burgess Twin-Sixes. They wear out in service 
but they don't eat themselves up standing 
idle. Order your supply today. The cost is 
only 49c in lots of 30 (57c in Pacific terri- 
tory). Freight paid to your telephone ex- 
changes. Use the coupon! 


ORDER YOUR SUPPLY TODAY! 


Burgess Battery Company 
Freeport, Illinois 
Ship at once freight prepaid a trial order of 30 
Burgess 4F2) Twin-Six Batteries. 
Name ; bdeulsoeddadebie _ 


Compony -.- 


Address 


Exhibiting at the National Telephone Convention —Room 2557-A 
Be sure to see the miniature replica of Byrd's Camp at Little America 





a good pressure regulator. This is 
necessary to control the length and 
heat of the flame. 

We successfully use our line truck 
power winch for the pushing of pipe 
under streets or other locations when 
it is not desirable to open the sur- 
face. We have a cross-timber with 
two pulleys which is placed across 
the short length of trench dug from 
the point where the pipe is to be 
started. A length of pipe is then 
placed in the trench and on top of 
this cross-timber. 

The winch line is threaded through 
one of the pulleys on the cross-tim- 
ber, through snatch block attached 
to the end of the pipe, back 
through the other pulley and to a 
hook where the end of the winch line 
is attached to the end of the pipe 
being pushed. A strain is then ap- 
plied to the winch line and the pipe 
is pushed slowly into the ground. 
Other lengths are then added and 
the process repeated. This has 
proved a safe, sure and quick meth- 
od of pipe pushing. 

Last but by no means least, the one 
thing most necessary to make all of 
our special tools fully effective on 
all types of telephone construction 
work is a well-equipped line construc- 
tion truck. This truck has a power 
take-off, winch, power take-up reel 
and pole derrick. We have and pre- 
fer the all-metal type body with the 
sliding top to clear the center leg 
of the pole derrick. 

An extension ladder of the safety 
variety is carried at all times as are 
also six pike poles in special carrying 
brackets. These are all kept well- 
sanded and protected with a good 
grade of spar varnish. 

The truck has a full quota of small 
tools, such as bits, braces, saws, 
chisels, wrenches, belts and climbers. 
We also have a good vise which sets 
on a bracket mounted on the rear of 
the truck. A pipe vise and conduit- 
bender is mounted on a tripod. A 
thermos-type water cask and a first 
aid kit are carried at all times. 
Three electric flares, to set out as 
warning signals should it be neces- 
sary to stop the truck on a highway 
at night, are important items of our 
equipment. Suitable warning sig- 
nals with flags are used by day. 


Possibilities of New 
Tools in the Future 


All these special tools have been 
thoroughly tested by years of actual 
telephone construction experience 
and, in our opinion, have proved 
their worth from a construction 
man’s viewpoint. For this reason 
we do not hesitate to recommend 
their use to others who may have a 
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need for them, feeling sure that they 
will, as with us, prove a saving in 
daily plant work. 

We look foward to the time when 
a small portable hole-boring machine 
will be made available for operation 
by a flexible shaft from the line 
truck winch. Hole boring machines 
are now satisfactory but are entirely 
too large, cumbersome and expensive 
for our normal use. We also have a 
desire to try out weed-burning ma- 
chines for clearing around the butts 
of poles; likewise, we anticipate 
small gas torches and welding ma- 
chines. 

Then we have hopes that small 
dynamometers will soon be made 
available at a cost within our means. 
These could be used to advantage in 
the pulling of wire and messenger, 
and we could determine easily and 
quickly the load placed on the winch 
line to avoid overloading. 

We also have a desire to try an 
electric screw driver. These tools 
will no doubt all prove labor-savers 
at a reasonable cost and we fully 
expect to try them sometime in the 
near future. 

There has recently been perfected 
a horizontal type earth-boring ma- 
chine for making holes for telephone 
conduit and cables under streets or 
other locations when open excava- 
tions would be objectionable or ex- 
pensive. This auger is sectional so 
that only a small excavation—about 
six feet long—is required for set- 
ting up the tool. The machine is 
powered by a portable gasoline en- 
gine. This outfit should prove a real 
advantage in the telephone world. 

We truthfully believe that we have 
one of the best and most complete 
sets of labor-saving telephone con- 
struction tools ever assembled in one 
group and used successfully over a 
period of years. But we do not ex- 
pect to rest on our laurels. We fully 
realize that nothing ever stands still; 
that it must either advance or slide 
back. 

We hope to advance through use 
to advantage in our work of new 
tools and methods as they are de- 
veloped and proved. By so doing we 
hope to make life easier for our men 
and save money for our organization. 
Certainly this is a combination which 
no up-to-date telephone company can 
well afford to pass by. 
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Longest Cables Suspended 
Over Rappahannock 
The longest suspended communica- 
tions cables ever erected by the Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co. in the 
United States span the Rappahannock 
River, a mile north of Fredericksburg, 
Va. The two telephone cables are an 


important link between the North an 
South. 

The cables were originally supporte. 
by an ordinary pole line but the hig) 
waters of 1937, which did considerab] 
damage to this important toll linc, 
necessitated raising the cables. 

Each cable is 1,500 feet in length. 

Cables are usually suspended abou 
800 feet between towers. The cable 
spanning the Rappahannock rest upo 
two huge towers, each 105 feet higi 
and placed on either side of the river. 
They cross the entire river and an 
island. 

The cables at their lowest point be- 
tween the towers are 100 feet above th 
river, or 12 feet higher than the rive: 
has ever been known to rise. During 
the high waters of 1937 the river ros¢ 
at this point to 83 feet, covering the 
poles at some places. The towers, 
painted with alternate horizontal bands 
of orange and white to conform with 
Bureau of Air Commerce specifications, 
are anchored by giant cables nearly two 
inches in diameter. These extend for 
several hundred feet where they are an 
chored in the ground by huge blocks 
of concrete. 

Two stranded galvanized steel 
bridge cables, paralleling each other, 
carry the load. The structure is de- 
signed for a maximum of four tele- 
phone cables, of which two are now in 
place. The wires for the bridge cables, 
incidentally, were manufactured under 
the same processes and to the general 
specifications used in the cables for the 
George Washington Bridge in New 
York and the world’s longest span, the 
Golden Gate Bridge at San Francisco. 


vv 
Nebraska Farmers 
Have Good Corn Crop 


A survey made by the local officers 
of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Lincoln, Neb., shows that the corn 
crop soon to be harvested in the 22 
counties of Nebraska that it serves will 
be larger than last year, and that the 
highest county yields in the state will 
be in several southeastern counties in 
its territory. In two counties the ten- 
year average was topped, while in other 
counties as low as 7 bushels to the acre 
will be harvested. Top yields run to 37 
bushels. 

The fact that the state, as a whole 
will garner more wheat and corn than 
last year and that rainfall was heavier 
and more widely distributed point to 
a speedy return to normal farming 
conditions. It will be several years, in 
any event, before real prosperity can 
come to Nebraska farmers. The basis 
of that prosperity is livestock, and 
drouth and the depression have cut the 
livestock population down so greatly 
that the way back is a long one. 
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A New = 
QUIET LINE E GOES UP FASTER 
CHEAPER, IN HERMOSA 


PORCELAIN PRODUCTS, INC. 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 
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service available 
alone 


of interest among 


cially 
dense woods. 


Want to try 57’s for yourself? Write 
for full particulars and prices. 





Out in Hermosa, South Dakota, Porcelain Products’ new 
No. 57 tieless porcelain knobs have recently been used in 
the construction of a private telephone line which demon- 
. The quiet 
Y q 


strates a real advance in speed and 
with the No. 57 
is sufficient recommendation 
for the new method. However, the 
tieless feature of the knob is the one 
which has struck the keenest note 
telephone men 
because it so greatly reduces the 
time and cost of line erection—espe- 
through rough country and 

















TELERING 


ECONOMY @ RELIABILITY 


Order One NOW for a 30-day Free Trial 


Reliable ringing service is 
essential in providing sat- 
isfactory telephone serv- 
ice. 

Use TELERING and pro- 
vide the MOST reliable 
service at the LEAST cost. 


Current Consumption 
negligible. 
Positively No Radio 


Inter ference 





Directly converts Commer- 
cial Alternating Current 
to Telephone Ringing Cur- 
rent. 


ONLY ONE CONTACT! 


You can always depend 
upon our full co-operation 
and prompt service. 


PRICE $44.00 EACH 
F. O. B. Elyria 


Sold by Leading Telephone Distributors 


TELKOR, Inc., ELYRIA, OHIO 





You can find plenty of work for 
a Homelite Portable Generator. 
Important work. Work that will 
save you considerable time and 
money. In any night emergency 
you can rush a Homelite to a re- 
pair job and give your men the 
brilliant floodlighting they need to 
work quickly and safely. And in 
addition to floodlighting you can 
use your Homelite to operate time- 
saving electrical tools hammers, 
drills, saws, etc. Moreover in 
case of power failure — a Homelite 
generator will keep a common bat- 
tery exchange in operation. 

Easily portable, a Homelite is 
quickly set up anywhere. No long 
cables necessary. It operates with- 
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* Weighs only 
complete with 





80 Ibs., 
engine 






out trouble under toughest condi- 
tions. 110 voltage is automatically 
held constant, regardless of load. 
Thousands are in use. Write for 
bulletin. 





HOMELITE PORTABLE 
PUMPS AND BLOWERS 
Two more handy engine-driven 
units for telephone service. 
Homelite 3-in. pump handles 
15,000 gallons per hour. Weighs 
only 91 Ibs. Fast, self-prim- 
ing. 28-ft. suction lift. Home- 
lite Blower weighs 70 pounds, 
supplies up to 2,000 cu. ft. per 

min. Bulletins. 
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Plant Construction Ideas and 
Added Telephone Operating Costs 


ANNUAL CONVENTION of South Dakota Telephone Association 
told of various problems which are tending to create added costs 
of telephone operation. Governor Jensen relates his experience 
in telephone work and its value to him in other lines of work 


FFICERS were re-elected for 
O the ensuing year at the an- 

nual convention of the South 
Dakota Telephone Association, held 
October 5 and 6 at the Elks Club, 
in Mitchell, S. D., as follows: Presi- 
dent, Robert W. Aszmus, owner of 
the Stickney (S. D.) Telephone Ex- 
change; senior vice-president, Ira S. 
Burnett, secretary and manager of 





Secretary-Treasurer THOMAS PHALEN, 

of the South Dakota Telephone Asso- 

ciation, who retires next spring was 

presented with a token of appreciation 
by the association. 


the Armour (S. D.) Telephone Co.; 
junior vice-president, F. E. Wheeler, 
president of the Peoples Telephone 
Co., of Scotland. 

Thomas Phalen, who has served 
the association as secretary-treasurer 
for about 20 years, will continue in 
that capacity until May 1, 1939, at 
which time the directors will appoint 
his successor. 

The following directors whose 
terms expired this year were re- 
elected to office: F. H. McGinnis, of 
Aberdeen, commercial superintend- 
ent of the Dakota Central Telephone 
Co.; Robert W. Aszmuz, of Stickney; 
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and L. E. Ulrich, of Woonsocket, dis- 
trict manager, Central West Co. 

After calling the convention to or- 
der on Wednesday morning, October 
5, President Aszmus asked Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Phalen to present his 
report on the association’s activities 
during the past year. Upon con- 
cluding his report on routine and 
unusual activities of the association, 
Mr. Phalen read extracts from an 
article published in TELEPHONY of 
August 27 on the necessity for trade 
associations. 

The president then presented his 
report as chief executive of the asso- 
ciation during the past year, after 
which he appointed these commit- 
tees: Resolutions—Gust Quast and 
F. H. Erdman. Nominations—Chas. 
E. Adams and W. H. Kiner. 

When the convention was again 
called to order in the afternoon, mo- 
tion pictures showing views and 
news of communications were ex- 
hibited by A. E. Koehler and C. R. 
Hicks, of Aberdeen, commercial 
supervisors of the Dakota Central 
Telephone Co. 

The operators then adjourned for 
a school under the direction of A. A. 
Little, traffic supervisor, Dakota Cen- 
tral Telephone Co., Aberdeen, and 
R. V. Wallick, traffic supervisor, 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co., 
Sioux Falls, S. D. They were as- 
sisted by Miss Dorothy Brown, traf- 
fic instructor, Dakota Central Tele- 
phone Co., Aberdeen, and Miss 
Wilham, chief operator, Sioux Falls, 
S. D. 

The manner of passing toll tickets 
to the toll center was one of the sub- 
jects discussed for the benefit of the 
35 operators present. 

On Wednesday evening, October 5, 
a banquet was served in the Widman 
Hotel to the visiting telephone men 
and women. One feature of the eve- 
ning’s program particularly enjoyed 
was an accordion solo presented by 
the son of Ira S. Burnett, of Armour, 
past president of the association and 





IRA S. BURNETT, of Armour, was re- 
elected senior vice-president of the 
South Dakota Telephone Association. 


now serving as senior vice-president. 
At the conclusion of Mr. Burnett’s 


solo, Geo. Phifer, manager at the 
Mitchell exchange of the Dakota 
Central Telephone Co., introduced 


Dr. Alice Brethorst, who is at pres- 
ent an instructress in the Wesleyan 
University at Mitchell. Dr. Breth- 
orst described a recent trip around 
the world and discussed habits and 
manners of the people of Europe and 
Asia. 

When the morning session of the 
second day had been called to order, 
President Aszmus_ introduced as 
first speaker on the program Grover 
C. Johnson, of Omaha, Neb., out- 
side plant engineer of the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. Discuss- 
ing “New Ideas of Today in Tele- 
phone Plant Construction,” Mr. 
Johnson reviewed some of the 
changes and advances that have been 
made or are taking place in the out- 
side plant. 

The speaker discussed changes 
that have taken place in lead cable 
sheath construction and the group- 
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HIBHWAY 


BODIES 


for 


THE SMALL 
EXCHANGE 





The Latest Design 


at surprisingly 


LOW PRICES 


Decide now that you MUST 
see the Highway represent- 
ative when you are at the 
Convention! And if you 
aren't going to be in Chi- 
cago for the big meeting, 
write for complete informa- 
tion. 


Here’s what you'll find: 
first, Highway has a va- 
riety of standard truck bod- 
ies, each one so complete 
that there will be one to 
exactly fit your require- 
ments and secondly, you 
will find the prices of this 
standard equipment §sur- 
prisingly reasonable. Don’t 
forget! On display at the 
National Convention. 


In addition to truck bodies 
Highway manufactures pole 
derricks, winches, trailers, 


earth boring machines, and a 
multitude of line construction 
equipment. 
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ing of the wires contained therein, 


| as well as changes in the method of 


mounting terminals and in the test- 
ing of cable splices. He expressed 
the opinion that more attention 
should be paid to ring cutting and 
bowing in aerial cables, proceeding 
with a discussion of this subject. 

Buried wire was another subject 
taken up by Mr. Johnson. “While 
we have placed quite a large amount 
of buried cable,” he added, “we still 
have plenty to learn about what to 
do and what not to do, both from the 
standpoint of first cost and mainte- 
nance.” 

In discussing joint construction 
with power companies the speaker 
directed attention to the advantages 
of the eyebolt method of dead-ending 
strand as compared with the wrap 
method. He spoke of the progress 
made in extending the life of poles, 
and directed attention to the changed 
method of pole classification now 
used by the American Standards 
Association. 

Taking up the rural problem, 
which the speaker termed as one 
of the biggest telephone problems in 
South Dakota, Mr. Johnson urged 
the telephone men to use all their 
ingenuity to keep costs down and to 
find ways and means of getting more 
farmers to subscribe for service. 
“With rural rates as we know them,” 
said he, “we will need to have at 
least 1144 to 2 customers per mile of 
line before we can come anywhere 
near to getting on a sound basis.” 

The use of high strength steel 
wire with longer pole spans, the im- 
portance of proper sag, of good 
joints and proper guying were also 
discussed in this interesting paper 
which will be published in full in 


another issue of TELEPHONY. 


| | 


At the conclusion of Mr. Johnson’s 
address President Aszmus_intro- 
duced J. J. Murphy, of Pierre, chair- 
man of the South Dakota Board of 
Railroad Commissioners, who dis- 
cussed the necessity for studying the 
telephone business from all angles 
in order that the regulatory body 
may be fair to the utilities at the 
same time that it endeavors to pro- 
tect the interests of the people. 

After luncheon President Aszmus 
presented Louis Pitcher, of Chi- 
cago, executive vice-president, United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation. Discussing the national 
situation from the telephone man’s 
viewpoint, Mr. Pitcher spoke in par- 
ticular of the minimum wage and 
hour bill passed at the last session 
of Congress and scheduled to become 
effective next year. 

He said he was sure this law would 





COMING 
CONVENTIONS 


United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Hotel Stevens, 
Chicago, October 18, 19, 20 and 21. 

Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association of the United States, 
Hotel Stevens, Chicago, October 
19 and 20. 

Canadian Independent Tele- 
phone Association, King Edward 
Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, October 
26 and 27. 

Virginia Independent Telephone 
Association. Hotel John Marshall, 
Richmond, November 3 and 4. 

North Carolina Independent 
Telephone Association, Pine 
Needles Inn, near Pinehurst, 
November 7 and 8. 

South Carolina Independent 
Telephone Association, Jefferson 
Hotel, Columbia, November 10 
and 11. 

Tennessee Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Hermitage Ho- 
tel, Nashville, November 14-15. 

Kentucky Independent  Tele- 
phone Association, Brown Hotel, 
Louisville, November 17-18. 

Alabama _ Independent  Tele- 
phone Association, Jefferson 
Davis Hotel, Montgomery, No- 
vember 28 and 29. 

Florida Telephone Association, 
Hotel Marion, Ocala, December 
5 and 6. 











not affect small 
phone companies 
year at least. 


Independent tele- 
during the first 
He reported that the 
national association is giving this 
matter very serious consideration 
and, he added, that he was fairly 
sure that if a company’s business is 
not over 50 per cent intrastate the 
act will not affect its operations. 

Jay Houghtaling, of St. Paul, 
Minn., representative of the Kellogg 


Switchboard & Supply Co., when 
called upon for a few remarks, 
complimented Secretary-Treasurer 


Phalen on the work he has done in 
the interests of the South Dakota 
association and its members. In be- 
half of the members present, he ten- 
dered him with a token of their ap- 
preciation. 

The next speaker was H. C. Han- 
son, Sioux City, Iowa, general audi- 
tor, Central West Telephone & Elec- 
tric Co. Discussing the problems 
which have arisen as a result of 
power line extensions with the aid 
of the REA, Mr. Hanson said he 
hoped something would be done to 
lighten the burdens placed upon 
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Model LCW-109 Line Construction Body. All Steel 


Construction Throughout. 





Model CS-Cable and General Repair Body on %-1 
Ton Chassis. All Steel Construction. 


TELEPHONE COMPANIES 


York-Hoover has been 
deeply interested in the 
development of body 
equipment for telephone 
companies for more than 
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Today a complete line is 
provided with a wide 
choice of body types to 
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Individual attention is also 
given to special transpor- 
tation problems. 
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Guaranteed Copper Thickness 


Copperweld’s strength and safety are PERMANENT 
because of the heavy thick layer of pure copper (thickness 
guaranteed). Insofar as corrosion is concerned, Copperweld 
Telephone Line Wire has the life of solid copper. Smaller 
sizes of Copperweld can be safely strung on longer spans, 
reducing costs for conductors, poles, other equipment and 
labor. On short span construction, the use of small 
Copperweld conductors with less weight per mile and higher 
mechanical safety saves both material and erection costs. 


COPPERWELD STEEL COMPANY 
Glassmort, Pa. 
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telephone companies by REA exten- 


sions and road projects. He said 
his company was particularly af- 
fected in Minnesota and Iowa. Un- 
less something is done to eliminate 
these added costs to the operation of 
a telephone company, it will be nec- 
essary for them to secure higher 
rates. 

Governor L. C. Jensen of South 
Dakota was then called upon for 
some remarks. The governor said 
he was very glad to be able to be 
present at a telephone convention 
again because he is interested in 
the telephone business and has been 
since he was 15 years old. He said 
his father, familiarly known as Cap- 
tain Jensen, had owned a small tele- 
phone system in western South Da- 
kota and that he himself had helped 
his father construct lines and shoot 
trouble, and shortly thereafter he 
found himself chief lineman and 
chief troubleman. 

The governor said that when he 
joined the army he found his experi- 
ence in telephone work came in very 
handy in moving troops and direct- 
ing the activities of certain portions 
of the army. In fact, he said his 
telephone experience was one that 
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he would not trade for any experi- 
ence he had ever had. 

The nominating committee then 
recommended the re-election of three 
directors whose terms have expired. 
They have been named previously in 
this report. The convention also ap- 
proved the recommendations of the 
resolutions committee, extending the 
association’s appreciation to the 
management of the Widman Hotel, 
and to everyone who participated in 
the program. One resolution ex- 
pressed the association’s apprecia- 
tion of Secretary-Treasurer Phalen’s 
services and another expressed ap- 
preciation to the management of the 
Corn Palace for opening the building 
for the telephone men to view. 

At the directors’ meeting, which 
was called upon the adjournment o1 
the last session of the convention, 
officers were re-elected for the en- 
suing year, as named previously in 
this report. The next order of busi- 
ness taken up was the naming of a 
new secretary. After some discus- 
sion, it was decided that Thomas 
Phalen continue as secretary until 
May 1, 1939 and that, in the mean- 
time, the directors endeavor to meet 
and select a secretary to replace him. 
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Delegates to the U. S. Independent Telephone 


Convention are cordially invited to visit The Lakeside 
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IN THE NATION’S 
CAPITAL 


(Concluded from page 23) 


tent suit brought by General Talki: 
Pictures, Inc., against Western Ele:- 
tric and other top units of Bell Sys- 
tem will be held. This case involves 
important legal principles affecting 
the restrictions of patent leases on 
sound equipment. 

Incidentally, the moving picture 
industry lawyers who came to town 
this week to argue this and another 
case on the court’s docket, insist that 
business is not what it used to be in 
Hollywood. Things are so hard in 
some studios, said one lawyer, “they 
have King Kong out working for an 
organ grinder.” 

Spartan discipline or Manhattan 
naivete (you can take your pick) is 
exemplified in the story told about 
a Washington official who recently 
visited New York and wanted to tele- 
phone a friend who happened to be an 
executive of the A. T. & T. He dialed 
Information and explained that he 
didn’t know the telephone number 
nor the extension number but told 
her his friend’s name and that he 
worked for the A. T. & T. 

In a flash she was back with this: 
“There is an American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company listed at 195 
Broadway. Could that be the name of 
the company you are referring to?” 

According to a personal interview 
with U. S. Senator George W. Norris, 
recently published in the Daily Ne- 
braskan, campus newspaper of the 
University of Nebraska, Senator 
Norris has a telephone “directly con- 
nected with the President of the 
United States.” Shucks! So have 
you. Just go to your telephone and 
call “Washington, D. C., National 
1414,” but don’t say who told you to 
call. P. S. In case you forget the 
number, the name of the place is 
“Executive Mansion” and it’s listed 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.; 
(accept no substitute. ) 


IS 
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Michigan Questionnaire 
on Wages and Hours 

Boasting a total attendance of 250 
at the three district meetings held dur- 
ing the week of September 19, the 
Michigan Independent Telephone As- 
sociation stated that more companies 
were represented this year than at any 
previous district meeting. 

At all three district meetings it was 
voted that a questionnaire should be 
sent out by the association in regard 
to the wages and hours law. The in- 
formation received from these question- 
naires will be tabulated and placed in 
the hands of the legislative committee. 
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AT, ae wee 


Here and There 
in the Field 


Telephone Pioneers Elect 


Officers at Toronto 

\t the 17th annual meeting of the 
Telephone Pioneers of America, held in 
Toronto, Ont., Canada, September 30 
and October 1, Walter S. Gifford, presi- 
dent of the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., was elected president of the 
organization for the ensuing year. 





WALTER S. GIFFORD, head of the 
A. T. & T. Co., was recently elected 
president of the Telephone Pioneers 
of America; he has been a member 
of the organization since 1925. 


Charles L. Rice, works manager of the 
Western Electric Co., was elected senior 
vice-president. 

Additional vice-presidents elected at 
this annual meeting are: W. F. Arm- 
strong, Cincinnati, Ohio; A. C. Bookout, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; W. W. Bunton, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; L. M. Denison, 
Saginaw, Mich.; D. J. Desmond, Port- 
land, Me.; A. L. Eskey, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

Miss Mabel E. Hill, Montreal, Que., 
Can.; Miss G. J. Livingston, Denver, 
Colo.; F. J. Mayer, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
J. C. MeManus, Charlotte, N. C.; E. A. 
Prendergast, Minneapolis, Minn.; Miss. 
A. T. Twohig, Chicago, Ill.; S. M. Vass, 
Newark, N. J., and A. G. Wright, New 
York. 

vy 
Watch Legislation, 


Telephone Men Warned 
he first of three district meetings 
scheduled by the Ohio Independent Tele- 
phone Association, was held at Ash- 
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tabula October 5 and was attended by 
110 telephone men from the eastern and 
northeastern sections of the state. It 
was one of the most successful district 
meetings held by the association in re- 
cent years. 


J. D. Bonnar, general manager of the | 


Ashtabula Telephone Co. and his asso- 
ciates did the honors as hosts on this 
occasion, the luncheon being held at the 
Ashtabula Hotel at which time the asso- 
ciation members were given a cordial 
greeting by both city officials and repre- 
sentatives of civic clubs. 

One of the outstanding talks was that 
given by Col. Gustav Hirsch, former 
president of the association, who made 
a vigorous attack on the waste of public 
money. He attributed the economic 
conditions of the present day to the lack 
of thinking on the part of the people. 

He warned those present to be on 
their guard against legislation that will 
ruin business and drive some of the 
€,000 Independent telephone companies 
out of business. If this course is not 
observed we may have government own- 
ership, he asserted. 

Colonel Hirsch further said: “Teach 
the people the money they pay is suffi- 
cient to operate the government—even 
to buy rubber-handled shovels and 
shovels with chairs on them—if it is 
honestly administered.” 

J. Thomas Carliss, of Marion, presi- 
dent of the association, and Frank L. 
McKinney, Columbus, secretary-treas- 
urer, made their quarterly reports set- 
ting forth matters of interest in the 
organization and coneerning conditions 
relating to the industry. 


vv 
Progress of Tests of 
Experimental Coaxial Cable 


Tests, adjustments and modifications 
on the two megacycle coaxial cable in- 
stallation between New York and 
Princeton, N. J., have been under way 
during the past few months by Bell 
Telephone Laboratories. Equalizers and 
power separation filters in all repeaters 
were modified to obtain improved char- 
acteristics. 


Transmission-vs-frequency character- | 


istics were measured both before and 
after these modifications. 
study, directed toward obtaining 
greater precision of equalization and 
regulation, is in progress. 

Satisfactory test conversations were 





SANDS PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 


Further | 





TYPE 11 
SUBSTATION 
PROTECTOR 


A compact, all-porcelain pro- 
tector of the latest “rosette” 
type which, when closed, has no 
projections or exposed terminals. 
Equipped regularly with 5-am- 
pere glass fuses and Type 2105 
discharge blocks, giving full pro- 
tection against lightning and 
crosses with electric circuits. 
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held over a circuit 2,100 miles in length, 
built up by looping back and forth 
through the coaxial system a total of 
20 times. This circuit consisted of four 
voice-frequency links in tandem. 

The conversation passed through 64 
steps of modulation in each direction, 
using channels located in different parts 
of the frequency band between 100 and 
1,900 kilocycles, and passed 20 times 
through each giving the 
equivalent of 420 amplifiers in each di- 
rection. 


amplifier, 


vy 
Voice Meter Uses Light to 


Gauge Telephone Distance 

Two Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. engineers, S. B. Hughes and C. H. 
Will, Omaha, Neb., have invented a 
voice meter that is to be patented for 
the benefit of Bell service generally. It 
consists of vacuum tubes, relays and 
dry cells arranged in such a manner 
that a weak voice turns on a red lamp, 
a strong voice an amber light and the 
ordinary voice a green light. It is 
mounted in a mahogany cabinet 30 
inches long, 18 inches wide, 24 inches 
deep and weighs 250 pounds. The meter 
can also be demonstrated with a buzzer 
for voice volume. The resultant lights 
indicate distances from the mouthpiece. 

Mr. Hughes says the meter is de- 
signed to show to the users of tele- 


phones the need for talking directly into 
the mouthpiece. The red lamp warns 
that the lips are too far away for two- 
way conversation, the yellow light that 
difficulty in transmission will follow at 
that distance and the green light indi- 
cates that the lips are at a proper dis- 
tance and assures the person of being 
heard under normal conditions. 


vy 
Buried Toll Cable of 
Indiana Bell Company 


Designed to eliminate all wind and 
storm trouble, a new buried cable, con- 
taining 304 pairs of wires, has been 
placed in operation between Kokomo 
and Logansport by the Indiana Bell 
Telephone Co. It is covered with lead 
and steel wire and is buried 30 inches 
below the surface of the ground. It 
replaces four overhead open-wire toll 
leads. The new buried cable includes 
the first submarine cable ever to be 
placed in plant by the Indiana Bell 
Telephone Co. This was pulled across 
the Wabash river about three miles 
east of Logansport in August. 

At the point where the cable crosses 
the Wabash the river is very shallow 
and has a rock bottom. The construc- 
tion men using hammers cut a shallow 
trench in the river bed parallel with 
the cable. The cable was then placed 
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in the trench and covered over with 
loose rock and sand. 

The remainder of the buried ca)le 
running to Logansport was completed 
early in September. 





OBITUARY 
FREDERICK W. TWYMAN, of 
Charlottesville, Va., president of the 
Albemarle Telephone Co. for many 
years and well-known among telephone 





FREDERICK W. TWYMAN, of Char- 
lottesville, Va., who served as president 
of the Albemarle Telephone Co. for a 
number of years and was well-known 


telephone men in Virginia, 
passed away last month. 


among 


men in Virginia, died September 15 at 
the age of 66. 

Mr. Twyman was born in Madison 
county, Virginia, July 10, 1872. He com- 
pleted his education at the University 
of Virginia and then became a teller in 
a bank for a number of years. He en- 
tered the telephone business in 1908 
when he became associated with the Al- 
bemarle Telephone Co., serving as pres- 
ident for a number of years. The Albe- 
marle company was organized in 1897 
and experienced a steady growth from 
that time. 

In 1910 Mr. Twyman became affili- 
ated with the Palmyra Telephone Co., 
as its president and of the Scottsville 
Telephone Co. as secretary. In 1919 he 
was elected president of the newly-or- 
ganized Virginia Independent Telephone 
Association. He retired about 10 years 
ego when the companies with which he 
was connected were sold to what is 
now the Virginia Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. 

He was long active in civic affairs in 
Charlottesville, in addition to his other 
business interests. 
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Commission and 


Court Activities 


FCC Internal Dissension 
Over Civil Service 


An internal controversy is develop- 
ing in the Federal Communications 
Commission, it was revealed October 7, 
over the civil service status of its top- 
ranking employes. The battle is de- 
veloping, according to newspaper dis- 
patches, around a request of Chairman 
Frank R. McNinch, whom President 
Roosevelt transferred to the commiis- 
sion last year with orders to “clean 
Mr. MecNinch, it was learned, 
has requested the civil service com- 
mission to exempt approximately 70 of 
the FCC’s ranking employes from civil 
service. 


house.” 


The exemption would permit appoint- 
ments to the positions and incidentally 
complete revision of personnel in key 
posts without regard for civil service 
regulations. Several of the commis- 
sioners, it was learned, are vigorously 
opposing the recommendation. 

Reliable quarters also said that Chair- 
man MeNinch’s request went to the civil 
service body before the matter was dis- 
cussed within the FCC and without con- 
sultation with at least three members of 
the seven-man commission. The letter 
was dispatched September 24. 

Mr. MecNinch requested the commis- 
sion to exempt from merit system 
regulations the entire legal staff of the 
commission, the examiners who hear 
and present evidence for and against 
applications for new _ stations and 
changes in established facilities, the 
director of the 
confidential secretaries of commission- 


information division, 


ers, the general counsel and his immedi- 
ate subordinates. 

Informed sources said Chairman Mc- 
Ninch made the request on grounds that 
some of the positions are policy deter- 
mining and should be filled by direct ap- 
pointment by the commission. 

The controversy over methods of 
administering the federal communica- 
tions act relates closely to the investi- 
gation the commission will open this 
month into charges of monopoly in the 
broadeasting industry. A source close 
to the commission said some members 
believe interests with capitalistic views 
are permitting social and economic 
ropaganda to go out on the air. They 
propose more strict control over pro- 
grams. 

Some opponents of this view within 
he commission deny the charge. They 
itend also that if “capitalistic propa- 
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ganda” is being broadcast, the way to 
combat it is to demand equal radio time 
for presentation of an opposing view- 
point. They feel that the opposite view 
“tends toward government censorship,” 
whereas the public should be the judge 
of what it hears. 
vy 
Restraining Order Issued 


in Toll Line Controversy 
The Kosciusko circuit court issued a 
restraining order September 21 against 
the Northern Indiana Telephone Co., 
North Manchester, Ind., at the request 
ot the United Telephone 
Inc., Warsaw, preventing the discon- 
tinuance of the toll 
Claypool and Warsaw. 
The Northern Indiana 
which owns the Claypool exchange, has 
installed an automatic exchange at the 
outlying town, and plans to remove and 
dismantle the old manual board. Under 
the new setup, long distance calls from 
Claypool would be handled through the 
North Manchester office. 
The United Company contends the 
abandonment of the Warsaw-Claypool 
toll line will damage its service and 


Companies, 


circuit between 


company, 


impair its earnings. 
vv 
Refinancing Approved for 
Warren (Ohio) Company 


The Ohio Public Utilities Commission 
September 28 approved the application 
ot the Warren Telephone Co., of War- 
ren, Ohio, for authority to refinance the 
organization which has for its objective 
the elimination of the Warren-Ohio 
Telephone Co. 

The plan for refinancing calls for the 
exchange of its present 1,250 shares of 
$100 par value common stock and its 
2,450 shares of 7 per cent $100 par 
value preferred stock (upon which are 
accrued and unpaid dividends of $41.25 
per share), for 5,000 shares of new no 
par common stock at $20 per share, and 
4,000 shares of new no par $5.00 divi- 
dend, but entitled to a distribution of 
$100 per share at $61.25 per share and 
to create out of the difference between 
the values of the common stock a spe- 
cial surplus of $25,000 and to charge 
thereto a corporate deficit of $10,812.33 
as of January 1, 1938. 

The commission authorized the issue 
of the new stocks upon the following 
conditions: 

That the holders of the present out- 
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standing shares of preferred stock re- 
nounce their rights to unpaid dividends, 
that the proposed corporate surplus be 
created and used first to eliminate the 
said deficit, but that the balance be not 
paid out in dividends or otherwise dis- 
tributed to the stockholders, and that 
there be no redemption of the new pre- 
ferred shares until the company shall 
have created out of earnings a special 
reserve of $155,000 which, however, 
may be used to finance plant additions 
not capitalized. 
7, ¥ 
Refunds Delayed in 


Ohio Bell Rate 
Two decisions 
Ohio Supreme Court October 5 will 
further delay the distribution of $7,- 
500,000 in refunds to subscribers in 44 
cities in the compromise settlement of 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. state-wide 
rate case which was approved by the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission some 
months ago. 
In one of the decisions, 


Case 


handed down by the 


the motion 


|of Earl Harrison and other labor lead- 


to set aside the com- 
promise settlement, was dismissed. 


ers of Cleveland, 


In the second decision the same peti- 
tioners were granted a re-hearing on 
their application for the right to inter- 
vene in the long-standing rate case, 
which they assert they were denied by 
the utilities commission. 

Refunds by the telephone company to 
subscribers under the compromise settle- 
ment were to have been started in Sep- 
tember but have been delayed because 
of the suits pending before the state 


| court. 


vy 
Southern Bell Attacks 
“Use” Tax in Sales Levy 


The Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. filed suit September 16 in 
district court at Baton Rouge, La., 
questioning validity of the “ provi- 
sions of Louisiana’s public welfare reve- 
nue act as they affect articles bought 
for use in interstate commerce. 

The act, passed by the legislature 
last summer, levies a 1 per cent general 


use” 


| sales tax which, when applied to sales 


| $194,510.15 worth 


| 
| 


of articles bought outside Louisiana but 
brought into the state for use there, is 
called a “use” tax. 

Southern Bell denied it owed $1,945.10 
paid under the “use” tax provision on 
of equipment pur- 
chased outside the state during July 
and brought to Louisiana to incorporate 
in its communication system 

The suit demanded the collector of 
revenue return the amount of the tax 
plus interest. 

Vernon Baird, Louisiana manager of 


‘Southern Bell, said the suit was an at- 





tack neither on the “sales tax act nor on 
the use tax features of the act generally 
speaking.” 

“The company is paying without pro- 
test all sales taxes due by it,” Baird 
said, “but it is paying the use tax under 
protest.” 

The suit asserted the company had 
asked the collector’s office for a ruling 
on the use tax as to whether it applies 
on articles bought for use in interstate 
commerce and that the collector ruled 
the tax was due. 

Southern Bell asked the court in its 
petition to rule the act does not apply 
to such purchases but, in the alterna- 
tive, that the act as written is found to 
apply to sales of articles used in inter- 
state commerce, the “use” provisions of 
the act be declared violative of the con- 
stitution. 

“The levying and collection of said 
tax,” the petition stated 
ful burden 


, “is an unlaw- 


upon interstate commerce 
in contravention of Article 1, Section 
8, of the Constitution of the United 
States.” 
vv 


Protests Pinball Slugs 
Used in Public Coin-Boxes 
The Ohio Bell Telephone Co. 


ber 27 


. Septem- 
appealed to the Cleveland city 
council to amend the pinball ordinance 
prohibit the use of tokens 
which can be used successfully in public 
telephone coin-boxes. In a letter to the 
council, A. W. McSweeney, assistant 
public telephone manager for the com- 
pany, said that in August the company 
collected 10,015 nickel-sized tokens, 
most of them of the kind emitted by 
pinball machines. 

The number 
he said, 


so as to 


used in telephone boxes, 
is constantly increasing. He 
added that some of the pinball machines 
use a token slightly larger than a 
nickel and suggested that this size be 
made a requirement in the 
licensing ordinance. 

Mr. McSweeney pointed out that the 
same tokens used in telephone coin 
boxes might easily be used in the park- 
ing meters which the city 
soon. 


pinball 


is to install 


vv 
Ohio Bell Seeks Rate 
Increase at Two Exchanges 


The Ohio Bell Telephone Co. filed a 
petition October 7 with the Ohio Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission seeking author- 
ity to increase rates at Magnolia and 
Waynesburg. 

It was set forth in the petition that 
the company is ready to begin the work 
of converting the magneto plants at 
these places into automatic exchanges 
and that this will result in a standard- 
ization of the service in the surburban 
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Canton exchanges of Hartville and 
(where the proposed rates 
prevailed with Magnolia and 
Waynesburg). It was also stated that 
approximately all of the present sub- 

ribers have acquiesced to the proposed 


louisville 


now 


new rates. The increases sought are: 
Business individual line, $3.00 to 
$6.00; business two-party, $2.50 to 


$5.00; business rural, $2.50 to $3.00; 


residence individual, $2.50 to $3.00; 
substituting residence four-party at 
$2.25 for the present two-party at 


$2.00; residence rural, $2.00 to $2.25. 
vv 
Complaint Withdrawn 
in Illinois REA Case 


After customers of an 
operative offered to raise $500 to be 
used in metallicizing tele- 
phone circuits of the Ridge Telephone 
Co., Westervelt, Ill., the latter’s com- 
plaint before the Illinois Commerce 
Commission dismissed October 5. 
it was reported REA officials directed 
the Shelby Electric Cooperative not to 
build lines in the territory unless the 
complaint was withdrawn. 

vy 
Summary of Commission 


Rulings and Hearings 


Federal Communications Commission, 
Washington, D. C. 

November 3: Oral argument to be 
heard on the examiner’s report III-34 
in the case of the Oklahoma-Arkansas 
Telephone Co. against the Southwest- 
ern Bell Telephone Co. concerning re- 
establishment of a toll connection at 
Fort Smith, Ark. ; 

November 21: Hearing before an ex- 
aminer on petitions of the Postal Tele- 
graph & Cable Co., the Western Union 
Telegraph Co., the Mackay Radio & 
Telegraph Co., Inc., of Delaware and 
the Mackay Radio & Telegraph Co. of 
California for an increase in rates for 
domestic telegrams between govern- 
ment departments and their officers and 
agents. 

Illinois Commerce Commission 

October 4: Hearing in Chicago on 
complaint of William T. Dickerman 
against the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
as to charges, rates and the time limi- 
tations for use of the telephone in Chi- 
cago. A petition was filed by com- 
plainant for an order on the company to 
provide evidence on hearings. 

October 5: Order approved dismiss- 
ing complaint of the Ridge Telephone 
Co. against the Shelby Electric Coop- 
erative as to transmission line interfer- 
ence in Shelby county. 

October 5: Hearing in Springfield on 
application of the Illinois Central Tele- 
phone Co. for an order approving in- 
creased rates for local exchange and 
rural telephone service at Sullivan, to 
be effective upon the installation of 
certain automatic equipment and other 
improvements. 

October 5: Hearing in Springfield on 
application of the Danvers Telephone 
Co. for an order authorizing the issue 
of $2,600 of its unsecured promissory 
notes, 


OCTOBER 15, 1938 


electric co- 


grounded 


was 


October 7: Hearing in Chicago on 
classification of accounts for Class A 
and B telephone utilities proposed by 
the commission, on its own motion. 

October 13: Hearing in Chicago on 
complaint of Christ Selimas against 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. as to 
telephone service in Cicero. 

Michigan Public Utilities Commission 

September 30: Order issued approv- 
ing petition of St. Mary’s Telephone 
Co. and the Pickford Telephone Co. for 
authority to the former to sell and the 
latter to purchase certain toll lines in 
Chippewa and Mackinac counties. 

September 30: Order issued approv- 
ing application of the Whiteford Farm- 
ers’ Telephone Co. to purchase and the 
Samaria Farmers’ Telephone Co. to sell 
all the assets of the latter. 

September 14: Order issued approv- 
ing tariff No. 1 of the Farmers’ Mutual 
Telephone Co. of Chapin, subject to the 
condition that the filing will not in- 
fringe the service of any existing tele- 
phone subscriber. 

Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 

Commission 

October 18: Hearing in St. Peter on 
proposal of the Nicollet County Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. to increase its 
rates. 

October 19: Hearing in Gaylord on 
proposal of the Nicollet County Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. to increase its 
rates. 

Missouri Public Service Commission 

October 6: Joint application filed by 
G. T. Meredith for authority to sell and 
Paul Holmes to purchase the Christian 
County Telephone Co. at Ozark. 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 

October 5: Request filed by Wolbach 
Telephone Co. for authority to make an 
optional charge of 25 cents more for 
metallic than for grounded line service. 

October 5: Application filed by Platte 
Valley Telephone Corp. for authority to 
issue $400,000 first mortgage bonds 
bearing 4.75 per cent interest for pres- 
ent issue of 6.6 per cent, to take ad- 
vantage of lower money market. The 
company operates nine exchanges in 
Western Nebraska and four in adjoin- 
ing territory in Wyoming. 

October 7: Hearing held on protest 
of Palmyra Telephone Co. against per- 
mission being given to the Eastern Ne- 
braska Public Power project to con- 
struct a 34,500-volt transmission line 
on a highway occupied by it, the district 
refusing to pay for metalicizing of tele- 
phone company line. 

Ohio Public Utilities Commission 

October 6: Order issued authorizing 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. to revise 
its base rate area boundaries for the 
exchange at Mentor, to include newly- 
developed territory and to exclude cer- 
tain territory in which there has been 
no development. 

October 7: Petition filed by the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Co. to increase rates at 
Magnolia and Waynesburg. 
Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

October 11: Hearing in Tomahawk 
city hall on application of the Common- 
wealth Telephone Co. for authority to 
apply seasonal rates at its Tomahawk 


exchange. 
October 14: Further hearing in 
Madison in the commission’s investi- 


gation of the rules of the Common- 
wealth Telephone Co. for extension of 
service and line facilities. 
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particularly where the soil is hard. 


plow, 


required to pull the 


LOAD COIL DESIGNED FOR USE WITR BURIED 
WIRE. 
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The Manufacturers‘ 
Department 


Notes on National 


Convention Exhibits 

[he “Exide” exhibit at the national 
ecnvention of the Independent telephone 
industry will present a new Exide Ty- 
tex battery, along with an improved 
design of the Exide Chloride 
line for reliable supply of power to 
telephone systems. A new compact 
charge control unit will also be shown. 
[he display will be made in Room 
at the Stevens Hotel, Chicago. 
Since this year The Electric Storage 
Battery Co. celebrates its 50th anni- 
versary there should be special interest 


famous 


2516 


in visiting its exhibit of material which 
has resulted from a half-century of de- 
velopment and progress in the manu- 
facture and use of storage batteries for 
sc many vital services. 


The Churchill Cabinet Co. 
visits to its display during the conven- 


invites 


tien. “Step into our new ventilated tele- 
phone booth and make a call with our 
compliments,” the invitation suggests. 

The new series 100 booth which the 
Churchill company has recently placed 
on the market has created great inter- 
among operating companies. It 
desirable features in ventilation, 
sound-proofing and automatic lighting: 


es 
, 
nas 


3eing made of wood, it harmonizes with 
fixtures and 
every location. 


interior decorating of 


\ reproduction in miniature of Com- 
mander Byrd’s camp at Little America 
the exhibit of the 


will be a part of 


Burgess Battery Co. at the convention. 
It will be remembered that Commander 
Byrd made two trips to this antarctic 
region, four years apart. 

An interesting fact to the telephone 
trade was the finding of Burgess tele- 
phone batteries, left behind by the first 
expedition, still in excellent condition. 
These same batteries were found to op- 
erate the telephone system after four 
years in the frigid South Pole region. 

Another feature of interest will be 
one of the latest innovations to the tele- 
industry — the 
acoustic telephone booth. Two complete 


phone new Burgess 
units—one for standing, the other for 
desk use—will be included in this part 
of the exhibit. 

An open invitation is extended to all 
convention visitors to see this unique 
display in exhibit.Room 2557A. 


vv 
Pullman, Wash., Gets 
Automatic Equipment 


Strowger automatic (step-by- 
equipment now serves the 1800 
subscribers of the Pullman, Wash. ex- 
change of the Interstate Telephone Co., 
which operates some 45 exchanges in 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho, with 
headquarters in Spokane. The central 
office automatic equipment was manu- 
factured by Automatic Electric 
pany, Chicago. 

Installation of the automatic board in 
the new brick exchange building was 
begun on July 1. On September 3, the 
equipment cut into and 
turned over to Roy Worley, district su- 


New 


step) 


Com- 


was service 





New telephone building of the Interstate Telephone Co. at Pullman, Wash. 
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BLACKBURN 


J. B. CABLE 
KITS 


FOR REPAIRING 
LEAD SHEATH CABLE 
BY THE NEW ARC- 
WELDING PROCESS 


This process is now used ex- 
tensively by the largest telephone 
companies in this country. Thou- 
sands of repairs have been in 
service for over three years and 
show exceptional durability. Sav- 
ings are tremendous. Cables are 


repaired permanently by one 


man without a helper. No par- 
ticular skill or experience is re- 


Any kind of cable trou- 


All that is 


quired. 
ble may be repaired. 
needed to perform this process 
besides the regular equipment of 
a lineman, and an automobile 
storage battery, is a J. B. Cable 


Repair Kit. 


DEMONSTRATION AT THE 
NATIONAL TELEPHONE 
CONVENTION. 


For further information, fill in and re- 
turn this coupon. 
sary. 


No letter is neces- 


Your Name 


JASPER BLACKBURN 
PRODUCTS CORP. 


First and Clinton Sts. St. Louis, Mo. 
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perintendent of equipment of the Inter- 
state company. E. L. McKee and C. O. 
King represented the manufacturer 
at the cutover. 

Using 200-point Strowger line find- 
ers, the equipment provides initially for 
900 lines, and offers all standard ser- 
vices, including individual, two-party, 
four-party, ten-party, consecutive num- 
ber (PBX) and post-payment paysta- 
tion—all on a full automatic basis. 
Five-frequency harmonic converters 
provide for full selection ringing on 
party lines, with bridged or grounded 
ringers. The usual reverting call fa- 
cilities are provided for automatically 
completing connections between two 
parties on the same line. 

Service to other cities is provided 


That Has Never Failed to Produce 
More Net Revenue for Telephone 
Companies Served, All Costs 
Considered. 


IF INTERESTED in more net telephone 


directory revenue write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Telephone Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 
Citizens Trust Bldg., Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
135 So. Second St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








UNIQUE 
SPLICER'S 
FURNACES 


GASOLINE 
KEROSENE 


This fast-heating fur- 
nace is a_ favortie 
with leading  tele- 
phone companies be- 
cause it consistently 
gives good service. 
The figure ‘'8"’ gen- 
erator properly gas- 
sifies the fuel and 
the scraper keeps 
the orifice clear. 


See it and the 
Barricade Shield 
at Room 2538, U.S. I. T. Convention. 
BLOW TORCHES—LADLES— 
WIPING CLOTHS 


UNIQUE MFG. CO., INC. 
221 W. Walton St. Chicago 
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General view of the automatic switchroom at Pullman, Wash., showing line finders, 
power board and test desk 


through a toll board located in an adja- 
cent building, and local subscribers 
reach the toll operator by dialing “O.” 
The toll operator reaches local sub- 
scribers, through a toll train. 

A combined main line and trunk in- 
termediate distributing frame of 10 
uprights provides for distribution of in- 
coming cabling and cabling between 
switch groups. The frame is of the 
“B” type, and is equipped initially with 
1,212 pairs of protectors. 

Power equipment for the exchange 
includes a 320-ampere hour storage 
battery, a 12-ampere tube-type recti- 
fier, a motor-generator set and two sets 
of ringing generators which operate 
from the exchange battery. 

The Strowger automatic switches are 
mounted on one-sided frames, 11 ft. 8 
ins. high, which are provided with roll- 
ing ladders to permit easy access. 

vy 
Increase in International 
Motor Truck Production 

A program of increased motor truck 
and tractor production, which, over a 
period of several weeks, will return 
several thousand men to jobs at tractor 
and motor truck plants in Chicago, IIl.; 
Milwaukee, Wis., Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
Springfield, Ohio; and Rock Island 
Ill., was recently announced by the 
International Harvester Co. Estimates 
are that about 6,500 men will return to 
work at the company’s automotive 
plants over the next several weeks. 

The Harvester company’s increased 
truck and tractor program has been 
made possible as a result of improve- 
ment in tractor and motor truck sales 
in recent weeks, which has reduced 
the large inventories that caused the 
company to cut down operations at its 
plants very materially in July and 
August. Company officials expressed the 


belief that their future sales estimates 
are sufficiently conservative to warrant 
continuance of the enlarged manufac- 
turing schedule well into the spring of 
1939. 

vv 
Manufacturer's Wife Killed 


in Automobile Accident 

In an automobile accident Sunday 
afternoon, October 2, in Yosemite Na- 
tional Park, Mrs. Wallace L. Cook was 
instantly killed and Mr. Cook, who is 
president of Reliable Electric Co., was 
severely injured. The Cooks were re- 
turning to Chicago from Los Angeles 
when the accident occured. Mr. Cook 
suffered several broken bones and in- 
ternal injuries but is slowly recovering. 
Mrs. Cook is also survived by a son, 
John Brown Cook, and two brothers. 

vv 


New Chance Anchor 
Now Available 


A cast iron dead man, known as the 
Chance Dual Never-Creep anchor has 
been developed and placed on the mar- 
ket by the Chance Co., of Centralia, 
Mo. This was designed to meet the 
demands for an inexpensive anchor for 
use in large machine-bored holes or as 
a deadman in place of bulky logs, con- 
crete blocks or improvised scrap iron 
slugs. 

The Chance Co. believes this is des- 
tined to be a popular anchor for ma- 
chine-bored holes since the. size of the 
hole has little to do with its holding 
power and it is unnecessary to change 
to a smaller drill when smaller an- 
chors are used. It is well-proportioned, 
sturdily-constructed and dependable. 
The maximum load recommendation for 
the smallest size is 22,000 pounds and 
42,000 pounds for the largest. 

The manufacturers call attention to 
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the simplicity with which these an- 
chors are installed and the ease with 
which they are handled. A special con- 
struction feature makes it possible to 
use either a Never-Creep or threaded 
rod with this anchor. To prevent rust, 

















New Chance anchor especially designed for 
use in large machine-bored holes or as a 
deadman. 


the anchors are dipped in asphaltum. 
They are provided with special Never- 
Creep rods in specially constructed dual 
purpose sockets. 


vv 
Bulletin on Kidde 


Fire Extinguishers 
Walter Kidde & Co. announce the 
issuance of a new bulletin dealing with 
Kidde water and anti-freeze portable 
fire extinguishers. This informative 
bulletin describes fully the mechanism 
and operation of these extinguishers, 
which make use of a cartridge of com- 
pressed carbon dioxide gas to expel the 
water or anti-freeze solution. 
Principal advantages announced for 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Fentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finishd 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Western Red Cedar Company, P. O. 
Box 663, Sandpoint, tdaho.—Plain or butt 
reated Western Red Cedar poles. 
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these extinguishers are that they re- 
quire no annual recharging; they dis- 
charge only clear water, do no acid or 
chemical damage, and are of long life 
owing to the absence of corrosive ma- 
terials in the extinguishing liquid. 

The anti-freeze extinguishers are 
suitable for use outdoors or in unheated 
locations where plain water might 
freeze. The anti-freeze solution is made 
to withstand temperatures 72° F. be- 
low the normal freezing point of water. 
Both types of extinguishers hold 2% 
gallons of extinguishing medium. 

The four-page bulletin, Z 495, on 
these extinguishers may be obtained 
gratis by writing to Walter Kidde & 
Co., 60 West Street, Bloomfield, N. J. 

vyYv 


Wins Stromberg- 


Carlson Sales Contest 


W. J. Pfaender, Stromberg-Carlson 
sales engineer in Illinois and Iowa, took 
top honors in Stromberg-Carlson’s re- 
cent “Spread the Base Campaign.” Mr. 
Pfaender opened the greatest number 
cf new accountants since June 1. 


vv 
Michigan Sales Agency 
of W. N. Matthews Corp. 


W. N. Matthews Corp., St. Louis, 
Mo., has announced a new sales agency 
in Detroit, Mich—the R. C. Koehler 
Sales Co., with offices in the Storm- 
feltz-Lovely building. 

Mr. Koehler and two of his associates 
will contact the Matthews customers in 
the southern Michigan peninsula. Mr. 
Koehler is well known in the utilities 
industry in Michigan and has a thor- 
ough knowledge of their construction 
problems. 


vv 
Automatic Equipment 


for Redlands, Calif. 

California Water & Telephone Co., 
Monrovia, Calif., 
order with American Automatic 
Electric Sales Company, Chicago, for 
a 1,400-line automatic exchange. The 
equipment, of the Strowger step-by- 
step type, will be manufactured by 
Automatic Electric Company and in- 
stalled at Redlands, Calif. 

The new equipment will provide for 
all standard classes of service, from 
individual line to ten-party line with 
harmonic ringing, PBX, pay station, 
etc. The company will erect a new 
building. 

Officials of the California Water & 
Telephone Co. include Chester Love- 
land, president, and A. N. Johns, vice- 
president and general manager. Knox 
Hager is superintendent of plant. 


recently placed an 


PLANT 
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and 


CONSTRUCTION 


Building and Rebuilding 
Telephone Plants 


Consultation Services 
an 


Wiring Jobs. Installations, 
Ne ahiciletel-lac Me Vhtcle-hilelats 


> 


Expert Consultants on All 
Telephone Problems 


National Construction & 
Engineering Company 
103! West Van Buren Street 

CHICAGO 








Consulting Telephone Engineer 
“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service” 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 








J.G. WRAY & CO. 


Telephone Engineers 


Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 


$324 Bankers Bidg., Chicago 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 
35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








NOW—ELECTROX 
Current Supply Unit 
for operator's sets at 
a new low price — 
$14.85. No batteries 
needed. 
Sent on Trial 

Schauer 

2060-2068 Reading Road 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
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will give you service 
which will be pleasing 

















49 








